Po 


* 


. - 8 
* * \ 19 - 
— —_ 


«K* 3 *, ˙d&Y— 


In 1 


\ 


Fellow of Eton 0 . 


. 
* 
] - 
E 1 


x 
oy - i. \ - 
: 


7. he Second Relition Corretted ' 


wy 8 " P 


's LONDON. 


Printed? for Charles Harper at the Flow- 


er-de-luce, over againſt St. Dunſtan's 
Church in Hleeſſtreet, 1702, 


= * 
. 
— — cc. 
— — . 
_—— * 
3 —_ — 
1 2 „ 
— — 
. 
- 
- 
* 
8 ” 
— ? * 
” 
* 1 9 
. - 
* 
* -% * 


* — 4 


* - = 
* 8 
of AE. 
4 * 
- ; 
4 9 = 
4 — „Nel " FERGIE We 
„ „„ « „ wap mꝶgͤ 9] . Te I IT k er ret rt 7 
— - df | 
. 
_ LY a : * 


* — 


- 


% 


* 


rr 
. * 


, 
. 


- * 
* . 7 
2 F 


O know (my Honou- 
red Friend) that J 2 
tend to have thou, 
run upon the 
* Book I 5 5 you; 
chat I have been free enough to 
blame thoſe who hayc gone 
before me, whether Ancients 
or Moderns; . withoue diſtin- 


Kon, or Rel 


Sw, 


TS - — "p44 4 13 * * 9 2 * - + 7 d * 
» * * . . 
* 4 A , 


— 1 Dl * 


* great ſocver; ſome, for... 
their e ht begging the 
Queſtion in 15 bate; others for 
1255 neglect, or ſlight Nee 
of cant derable Difficulties; 0+, 


thers for attributing ſo great a 


Power to the Devil, as ſeemed, 
to me, urterly inconſiſtent with 
the maintenance of Chriſtianity 


; 


upon the Foot of Miracles; and 


moſt of them for leaving us 
Schemes very defective in ſome, 
Parts, and ver indefenfible in 
others. . 


f.; ＋ 1 * 


1 have wk to 15 e 


if 1 ſay I think berrer, it 1s that, 
— "i may not pay 19 u ſo ſo ill a Com 


plwKiment, as to pe ſcene Fn with 
de had not A 80 E . 


: of my Flt. 
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* Yowettr' | OD 1n may ſeem... 
tc ak in W and know. 
wa | my 
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as l Prat e 


my Tar 45 fubj to Mitter 
75 People, ae here pub- 
lickly Tehuir You of any. x — 
cern, a Dedication, may lay. You 
under, to give me any Counte- 
nance, if [248 charged with ei- 
ther Novelty or Error; 2 7 only 
am anſwerable for my. on 
Faults; and indeed I will fo an- 
. ſer for them, as to amend them 
preſently, 1 upon the firſt diſcove-, 
ry. of them. 1 


* 
N us 


Thave no other uſe to make 
of your Name, than by its 
means. to tell every Body e 
as well as your Self, that I have 

an Affection and Eſtecm for Lou, 


equal to the Obligations Tou 
have laid Upon me, Which yet 


are greater than all the World 5 


beſides hath laid .upon, me. . I 

will leaye it to hes 0 ſpeak 
9 the Bod Spirit Lou keep us 

9 in 


- 4 he 


> he! e God's Houſe, 
where He is ſerved in the mo 


m at © hs with relation 2 
Repairs of the College, 


factors, where the Burthen was 


I FT 8 g 


and” the 
diſcharging, in all points, the 
Truſt repoſed in Us, by oüt 


Religious Royal Founder; of 
the Pains you have taken in ſol- 


liciting the Aſſiſtance of Bene- 


much too heavy for Us; and 
reat Example Tou fer, © 
ontributing your Self 


beautiful Simplicity and Plain- 


neſs I ever ſaw; as far as a Mz 
terial Temple can be ſo, it is, 


T think, oh. exact Reſeryblance 


ol the Church of England. Theſe, 
and a great many other things 


may be ſpoken of to» your Ho- 


nour, but not by me, in the 
manner they ought ; at eaſt not 


at this time; and 1-dare ſay, 
Tou ill be content 


lave this 
Sub- 


ds; 
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BE 


7 e 


bee 7 was . * 1 1 
ught. fit, by m Superiors, | 
1 undertake the Yefenice of 
cligion againſt its. Adverla; 
ries of all Dcnominations, in 
the fame place and manner 
You have often heard it done a 
fo much to your ſatifation, .. A 
by worthy. Men appointed for 5 
9555 purpoſe, who have indeed 
7 Righc to the Sub- 
jects ch ey undertook, great Ho- 
nout to their Noble. Founder ; IR 
and not without great Repu- | | | 
tation to. themſclyes. Bur we 
Was not, (as It pleaſed God) at ; 
tige, in 4 cap City of un- 
1 any ſuch Charge, 
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took, ſome: time or other, that 


did not decline * Seryice, 


* either to ſpare my Pains, or 


lave my Credit. And as I then 
. pitchd (in my Mind) upon 


5 dis Subject, ſo I have ſince 


(according to, my leiſure) pro- 
| „Fete it, t til brought K to 
_ - what you now ſee, And I find 
| ſince, that I have not been ſuf- 
fliciently prevented by the La- 


bours of any of thoſe Learn- 


ed Gentlemen; who, tho they 


have, ſome of them, touched 


upon the ſame Subject, have 
yet left room for me, or a bet- 
ter Hand, to dwell more ex- 
preſly on chat Melt Proof of 
our 2.20 cop 


40 ihe" Work ic Kt," 


f 5 iſs Ss more pains to EP 


it Wit chin this wal compaſs, than 
| * would 


= ww 
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ing my ſelf with Reaſon and 
KNevelation; excepting in a few 


* 
— tc * * wy "4 . — — * 


J d =" TE ved; 7 55 it 
4 great Bont; and to that end, 
ILbave made uſe; of no Cita- 


tions ot Authorities but ſet 
them by, on purpoſe; content= 


of thelaſt Pages, where. it was 


nature of the Work led 
I thought, to uſe a good 


jþ# & © »4 1 
© 


1 have made very AY War 
Vieh ſuch as are Adverſarics to 


Revealed Religion, allowing 


them all that they can ask in 
the matter before us. I: 1 
made ſuch Conceſſions, as R 


unconſidering People will, 
may be, be eke — 4 

chan e 

n N 1 8 


ut I ha ac. - 


abſolutely necdful ; and yet tbe ; 


deal 


: of Repetition, ſo that I could 15 
not attain to the Nee 1 aim- 
ad at.. 
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ver thought this, was ; the way . 
of dealing with them, or, If 
not ſo, that I, at leaſt, x" 5 
a x Matt to, deal with chem. * 


a. 


f any one Thall dlink! it worth 

| his. chile, to cone what 

bave written, and ſhall 

manner becoming bi him anc = 

. Faults, ant gi 
robable Solutions of the 

Pifficu ties that occurt in con- 


ſidering this Article of Mira- 
b — ſhall find Oy uickly 


* change ſides; that I 
ſec the Truth with ſuch Sin- 
cerity, that I care not who it is 
makes the diſcovery, provided 
I may have a ſight of it. Nay, 
I ſhall part (I hope) contented- 
Iy with a little Credit, to gain 
to the unbelieving World ry 
_. ſatisfaction that it thinks ©} 

| wants, from FOE other Hanh 
5 | which 
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_ - Which" may not receive from 
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Tou will excuſe me, Sir, for” 
having mentioned theſe things in 
| a Lettet o You, which had, it 

may be, better made up a Pre- 
po to he Reader; d ie 


it was 
| to 1 Te Ti hee 1 an 
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Whether Moles or rhe Enchatviers wrought great- 
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e nei ts ws 
ee that ma net be dereBted. 2 » 
OE 
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TI. Life of ar Bech Lord and Wia N 


Chriſt. An Heroic, Poem: Dadicat to Her late 
2 — Majeſt In Ten Attempted by 
A. Chaplain*ro the moſt Honou- 

ra 8 Jobs xd | Marqueſs of Nermanby, and Rector 
of Epworth in the County of Lincoln. Each Book il 


Jaftrared neceſſary-Notes, explaining all the more 


difficulr Matters in the whole Hiſtory : Alſo a N. 
fatory Diſcourſe Corning: Heroic Poetry. 
revi t 


Second Edition, e 1 and im 
ved with the Addition of a large _ 
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Sir, not many Months ago, 
1 that you would find a Ti 
co talk with me, at large, 
le K Miracles” f have, with ſom 
1 waited for it, and hope 1 
| have found you now at leiſute, to free 
your ſelf of. that ement, . 
B. You have; and I am now at li- 


berty bay, to give you all the Satisfaction 
* that 


can, in that Point. 
A. Will it not ther be neceſſar 
vou ſhould tell mie what it is you 
| 2220 | B 


4 Mi- 


MIRACLES 


"OU were ae ns, | 


J. 4, 
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—M Hoa upon 2 3 


works no Miracles with 
own Power, forall 
or eaſy to him; but with | 
. . Laws, and to the Cond of Nature | 
W 85 him. 


| rations that are conftan t. ofttain, and 


" An extraordinary Operation of God, 


. againſt the known Coutſe, and ſetled Laws 
of Nature, appealing | 


to the Senſes. 


hen, I perceive, that mu + 
what are te Ordinary — 


of 


God, what is the . Courſe, and 


What are the ſetled Laws of Nature, 
before I can be 27 1 of 257 


Which are 4 þ 68 .CF 4 I 
you | 


B. Wes certa 
know which are * a Rule, 
unleſs you know. the * firſt 2. 'God 


reſpect to his 
things are alike hard 
reſpect to his 


Ho- mull JI I come. to ' know the 
Rule, in this Caſe . OS + 
B. By your Expitien de, Obſervation, 


and by the Uſe of Yom your 1 concur- 


ring 5 with the Experience, Obſervations, 
and Senſes of other People. The Obe. 


expected, are thoks we n the Ordjua- 
ry Ones. And that is the knowf, Courſe 


olf Nature, which is the common and 
the uſual one, with which we are well 


cquainted, and which ercates no-Won- | 
fs; and tic are the HRT LOVE, 


by 


An Effay upon Miracles. 3 
by which, Things have been all along 
govern d. I am content you ſhould re- 
member Mr. Zobbs's Dehnition of 3 
Miracle, — He ſays it is —— 4 Wort 
of God,  befide bis Operation by the way of 
ature, ordain'd in the Creation. But 
unleſs we know his Operations by the 
et of Nature, and how things were 
ordaind in the Creation, we can never 
come to know, which and what a Work 
of God is befide ſuch natural Operation; 
and this we can only learn, by abfervin 
how things have all along gone, an 
how other People have aſſo obſerv'd 
them to go. For as Miracles are extra» 
ordinary tions of God, beſides and 
out of the way of Nature, ordain'd in 
the Creation, and Appeal to the Senſes 
ſo it muſt needs be, that the Senſes muſl 
be the fole and proper Judges of what 
the way of Nature is, that was ordain d 
in the Creation, which only can be 
known by Obſervation and Experience. 
A. Let me take you right at the be- 
ginning, pray, that I may give ou 
1 8 8 OT Miracles you 
ay, being ſo many. Appeals to our Sen- 
ſes, thoſe Senſes canuot otherwiſe judg 
of them, than by compariog their pre- 
fent Obſervations * Experience, ao 
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4 . An A upon Miracles. 
I their paſt ones; and if they find that 
things are juſt the ſame that they have 
B always been, and that nothing new. has 
3 happened; then they conclude there is 
no Miracle. This ſhews me plainly, 
that antecedent Obſervations of the 
| Courſe of Nature, are neceſſary to the 
3 finding out what Operations are mira- 
| culous: And, I think, it will follow 
from hence, that nothing new, ſtrange, 
prodigious, and aſtoniſhing, can be ac- 
counted properly, miraculous, unleſs it 
thwart the common Courſe of Nature, 
and overthrow ſome ſetled Law of the 
Creation: And therefore, altho I wor- 
der never ſo much at it, having never 
heard or ſeen the like, nor, it may be, 
any one elſe, yet I account it no Mira- 
cle, becauſe I know of no eſtabliſh'd 
Law of Nature that is ſubverted by it. 
By this Diſtinction, 4 ſhall fave you the 
trouble, in our future Diſcourſe, of gi- 
ving an Account of any thing, but what 
is properly miraculous. As for that part 
of your Deſcription of Miracles, which 
ſays, they are Appeals to our Senſes, I am 
ſo well ſatisfied with it, that I know not 
what can be objected to it; nor can ima- 
| gine how tis poſſible. to judg of Mi- 
1 racles, but by our Senſes „ 
| o there 
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pon 
therefore take it for granted, that where 
the - Senſes are not convinc'd of a Mi- 
racle, there neither is nor can be any 
Miracle, But is it quite fo ſure that all 
Miracles are the Operations of God 2 \ 
F Can no created Being work a Mi- ; 
racle > e | 2 1 
; B. Not by its own inherent Power 
and. Vertue, but by a delegated 'Power 
it may. 'The Courſe of Nature bein 
ſetled by Divine Power, can be anferled 
by no ſeſs: Byt God can yet commiſ- | 
tonate_ the meaneſt of created Beings, * n= 
with ſuch a Power, if he fo 51094 2 
But then you ſee they are but God's 
' Inſtruments, which he makes uſe of in oy 
his working Miracles ; and therefore- a N 
Miracle wrought by the moſt ſuperiour 
Angel, is no more his owa Work, than 
a Miracle wrought by the meaneſt Man 
living, would be hit. Each is the Work 
of God alike, whatever Difference there 
may be betwixt the luſtruments. 
A. How can you tell but Spiritual Be- 
ings (good or bad) may, by the Laws 
of ther Creation, be Maſters of ſuch 
Force and Subtlety, as to be able to 
ſuſpend or interrupt the common Courſe 
of Nature, to overthrow its ſetled Laws, 
and work Miracles ? And if they be en- 
| B 3 : du'd 
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Eſay 
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6 an ey upon Miracles.” 
c 


du d with ſuch a Power, how) can we 
or when rhey exerciſe 
their 


know: whether, or 
ite Or how tan we di 
Operations from thoſe of God? 
SB. I have ſaid ateady, that no Pow- 
er leſs than that ef God, can unſettle 
that eſtabliſh'd Courſe of Nature, Which 
no Power lefs than his could ſertle and 
eſtabliſh; and that for theſe Reaſons. 
1. Betauſe it would argue a Defect of 
Power or Wiſdom, to leave the Laws of 
his Creation. at the Will and Mercy of 
cteated Beings; this would not be, to 
be the Supream Director, Lord, and 
— but to have Rivals, Cheques, 
nay, and Controllers of his Will and 
2. Becauſe there could, indeed, 
no Uſe be made of Miracles, if any one 
but God could work chem, radepen- 
dently on him, and at their Pleaſure. 


They could not manifeſt a Divine Po- . 


er, # any leſs could work them; nor 
could they atteſt to any ones being 
ſent of God, if any other chan 
could exerciſe ſuch Power, beoauſe they 
| _ proceed from one as well as the 


— and was ſent by ſuch a Prince, 
by my bringing his Seal along with me, 
if other People had * {ame Seal, and 


Would 


— 


er. You could not know'1 came 


"— DE upon, EET >» 


would lend it to wi le. uſe as th 
6 fit. This I ſhall A* 
2 inſiſt on, and — will Fand it 
ſo juſt @ Conſequence hereafter, that ] 
think vou will neyer be able to deny it; 
and therefore if you conſider the Na- 
turg, Uſe, and Intent of Miracles, you 
will either find, that none but God can 
work them of his own inherent Power 
wo; Virtue ; or if created Spirits had 
8 28 ven them by God, yet 
1 d not exerciſe it, but by 
Feten and Appointment; which, 
whether, and why, it may ſometimes 
be given them, may be matter of En- 
quiry, in the Proceſs of our Talk. Let 
it ſuffoe at this time, that l affirm, that 
none but God can work Miracles, but 
— by hat laſtruments and Agents he 


4. Lv it he ſeaſonable to ask in this 
Place, whether it be proper to prove 
the Being of a God, by Miracles, to 
ſuch as believe there is no ſuch thing in 
the World. 

F. Miracles do certainly prove the Be- 
ing of, hm who works them, becauſe 
nothing gan ad that does not exi/t. © But 


propezly ſpeaking, I think they rather 


ne A Being of a God: 
They 


oo 


= They wy his} Lee, e prove | 


his Fig If vou could not convince. 
an Unbeliever of the Being of God, from 
the Works of the Creation, producd 
with ſo much Wiſdom and Contfiyence, 
' and. 5 in ſo much Regularit7 
aud Drdor, abeo to ſetled —4 To 
and certain Rules, you would hardly do 
it from the on of this Order, 
and from the Overthrow of theſe eſta⸗ 
bliſh'd Laws. But however I will not 


N But What the proc —— 
demable Uſe of Miracles? 

Saving "all other Uſes, and * 
e may be made of them, 
think the principal one is, the atte - 

fog to the Miſſion. of any Meſſenger 
of God, and giving him Credit with 
thoſe to whom 3 lent, i. 6. the Man 


— — - 
— - — 
SY 


"if who ſays he comes from God, and 
Works Miracles to confirm the truth 
1 of what he delivers, is, for their fake, 
If to be believed ; becauſe, if none but 
1 God can work Miracles, ue. my wel 
. believe he will not exerciſe ſuch Power; 
be "IE 51 5 atteſting what is true, nor fuſs | 
i _ f * ual to be Put W 
1 5 | that ws 
11 


ies fake. 8 —— 1 
of Miracles, they give Credit to t 
_who'fay they are God's Me 

we believe them upon their Advent” * 
4 Will yon clear up this matter ͤ 
Ime ſorrber, for you threaten, methinks, 
to build a reat deal upon it: A x 
B. I will; and will uſe the two 
e Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt, and 
. you to make what reaſonable Ex- 
ceptionis vou can to any thing 1 thall 
ay. When God had ſignified to Moſer," 
his of him to the Feo- 
ple ef Heel to let them khow, that He 
intended to deliver them from their 
Bondage in Ægypt, and alſo to bid the 
'of Agypt let them go, Moſes an- 
ſwered and ſaid to God, 88 IV. 1. 
But le hold i on will not believe me, — 
barten unto my voice, for they will Jay, "the the 
Lord®hath not appeared unto thee. Tam , 
to go by thy Command, and tell the 
people, that the Lord hath appeared uffto 
me, and ſent me to prepare them for 
the great Delverance he is now about 
to work for them. The Meſſage will. 
undoubtedly be very acceptable to them 
2 People wearied with intolerable 'Opl 
ons; but how ſhall 1 convince them 
my Trath; and fhew chen thar Twas 
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3 ſent from God upon this Errackt] 3 
- Suppoſe. that they  ſhauld, ſay as. probs: 
bly they will . The Lord hath not apr 
peared auto thee : What muſt I ſay or 72 | 
to prong I came from God ? 4nd the 
Uurd ſaid unto him, what js that in thing 
hand 2 and Miſes ſaid, 4, Rod, . And God 
Wins; caſt it ou the Ground, and he caff it 
22 W Ser * 
aud Moſes row before it. An 
L a e 
it by. the tail ; avd he gut forth; his 
aud caught 444 e, 4 Rod in 


; bis 7 . L. ma now, that th 
Lard God .of heir 6 ds fad 
Abraham, Vaac, mk Jacob hath _ 


weto. ther. The turning a dead Stick in- 
| to a living Serpent, and the returning of 
chat Serpent to a Stick again, is a thing 
lo extraordinary and that go 
Power but God's is able to A it 
When therefore the . * Heel! 
ſeo luch a Miracle wrought by thee, | 
will e conclude thou 
| {rom me, and W rg 
peared to thee. This is evident, 
the Power of working Miracles w 
Bod intruſted Moſes with, was given 
hum to teſtify his Miſſion, to 


| jo.5he een cher game. k , 
an 


a aa ak. 11 


1 lead; ther from their place of 
Bondage, and great Miſery, and- on- 
ſequently, that —— muſt obey him. 
Ai. ITreadily aſſent to all you ſay, but " 
' muſt we not alſo add, that this great 
Power” was given to Moſes, to br 
the King of Ægypt and his Subjects, that 
he was ſent — God, and that there- 
fore he muſt let the People go, and 
ſacriſice in the Wilderneſs ? +: Is. 
B. Ves certainly; "tor ſo God ſays him 
ſelf, Exod.” vii. g. When Pharaoh | ſhall 
Jpeak unto you; ſaying, ſhew 4 Miracle far 
you, then thou | ſhalt ſay unto Aaron, take 
ty Rod, and caſt it before Pharaoh, and 
it dall become a Serpent. 


4. Then 1-muſt take it for granted, 


that the Power of working Miracles was. 
given to. Moſes, to give him Credit both 
with the Jews and with the tians ; 
and both of them were oblig d, by ver- 
tue of theſe Credentials, to ä 
he came from God, and n | 
- believe what he ſaid to them. But 
o this, methinks, there lies a plain Ob- 
jechon. that will hardly be well anſwer. 
ed: Namely, that Janes and Jambres, 
FEgyptian henna i oa) — 
they were call d before the King and 
Nau, to ſee what they n do, few 


wie ed” ? at 7 mr wy" VT 0A 4 * Nan Sol 
A * TW * N * | 
* 3 " fl — 4 ve \ "= 
g nan . * ” X "TILT " 1 
* - 
" . 


* —— vt 22 


12 Ae Eſch upon 5 Miracles. 


down their Rods, which were alſo cura'd 
to Serpents : You know, tis ſaid, they 
alſo turned Waters into Blood, and 0 
ſo brought Frogs upon the Land, 
the ſame manner that Moſes and 2 
did before them. Now their Intent and 
Purpoſe in thus doing, being, I ſuppoſe, 
to convince Pharaoh and the Standers by, 
that there was no need of believing A- 
ſes, or of letting the People of Mae 
go, becauſe of the Miracles they ſaw 
him work, ſince they themſelves did al- 
' ſo work Miracles, and yet declared, that 

neither was Moſes to be believed, nor 
the People ſuffered to depart: Things: 
J fay, being thus, how year Meſess 
Miracles prove his Miſſion from God, 

when the Magicians - wrought the like, 
and faid, in effect, that he came ant from 
God ? Why i is Moſes more to be believ d 
than the Magicians, ſince they each of 
them wrought Miracles? 

B. I will give you what auf no 

nerally thought beſt, but to deal free- 
Iy, I think they are not fully ſatisfa- 
ctory. Firſt then, it is ſaid, that the 
Rods of the Ægyptian -Sorcerers were 
nbe turn d into real, but appearing Ser- 
pents; and that the Devil who is a 
powerful and a ſubtile- Spirit, Ns oy, 
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Servants in this Caſe, and ſo im pos d 
upon the Senſes of the a 
that to them the Rods appeared to be 
Serpents, tho indeed. no real ere 
was eff LIE 
A. Let me fay, as I think an A pris: 
might, to ſuch an Anſwer, that this is re- 
ally what we call Zegging- the Queſtion. 
What if one of Pharaoh's Courtiers ſhould 
reply after this manner; © You ſay, 
© that Moſess Rod being turn d into a 
* „ Serpent, gives an aſſured Teſtimony 
to his Miſſion, and ſhews convinciog- 
« ly, he came from God, and ought to 
1 be believed: But here you ſee, that 
* our Jannes and Jambres deny his MiC- 
9 « ſion and have turned their Rods in- 
* to Serpents as well as he, and there- 
fore are to be believ'd as well as he. 
« You tell us that our Senſes are de- 
© ceiv'd, and impos d upon by Diaboli- 
« cal. Illuſions; we ſay the fame of M- 
Ft " ſes, and do affirm that your Senſes 
* are as ſubject, and as like to be im- 
„ pos'd upon as ours. You judg by 
** your Senſes, that Moſes's Rod was 
turn d into a Serpent, becauſe it BF 
* peared to be a Serpent by its Colour, 
$ Shape, and Motion: The ri 
Wuſe 1 25 Senſes 48 well ; as you, and 
. . * to 
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2 to them, a= gy ren 3 = 
_ *.turnd into Serpents, as the e 

the like Colour, Shape, ans MA 
do not know what could be * 
ed to this Courtier, in favour of Mo- 
ſes, that he would not honeſtly apply 
to Jannes and Fambres alſo: And ther- 
fore I am of the mind to think them 


all true Serpents alike, but am ſtill rea- 


dy to; be better inform'd. WES 
B. Secondly, the Devil, it is ſaid, did 
ſecretly ſteal away the Sorcerers Rods, 
and in their ſtead as ſecretly conveyed 
true Serpents. e 
A. What if he did? might he not as 
well do ſo with Moſes's Rod too? or at 
leaſt, it is as eaſily ſaid by an Ægyptian, 
that he did ſo to Moſes, as by an He- 
brew, that he ſerv'd the Agygtians ſo; 
and I'm afraid this Anſwer gives us 
no Advantage. But where were the 
Flebrews and Agyptians Eyes all this 
while, that they made no Diſco of 
this Fraud? Can the Devil fo impoſe up- 
on the Senſes, as that, if Men attend, 
they ſhall not diſcern his Couzenage 
and ſee when he removes Rods, and 
ſubſtitutes Serpents in their place? if 
{o, how is it poſſible to judge of Mira, 
cles by the Senſes? and if the Senſes 
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my de o decefwell, how ate we fre © 
that Moſes's Rod was turned indeed in- | 


to 3 Serpent? 
ſeems plain, by his ear | 


"as fy 0 7 Man. 13 Wit; 


75 B. Why hom: 

in all t other Serpents. 
in 1 Not plaiff at all, if che Senſes are 
not to be truſted ; For he that can 


remove à Rod from before my | 
and bring 4 Serpent in its ſtead, 1 


| not ſee him do it, though 1 00k | 
on all the "While; ban as "eaſily make 


me W rf exts that Serpent up; 
A Song it ny 11 is but 
the ſame Senſe 0 ſpeak 

| e e T'wbnder much, that ſo 
485 Lesenid Men ſhould take Pains 
to ſolve this Miracle of the Rods, when 
there remains two others, as hard to be 
| — for 28 that; namely, the 
e into Blood „ and the 


tringn 5 Frogs! upon upon the Land, as Me- 
id them; for this the Scrip- 
— aſſures us the Anvpt an Sorcerer 
did; And -will a any one ſay, this Was 
ter was not turn d into true Blood, nor 
real and fubſtantial Frogs brought up, 


bur that the Senſes of the Agyprians 
were all this white impos'd on by the 


Craft and "Dexterity of the Devil? If 
— hall affirm 1 the Agyprivm 


Courtier 
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Courtier will again require, how it came 
to pals, * 3 Sentes 
were only to be impos'd upon, a 
thoſe of the Er Fn, . 
and not to be deceiv d? and I am ſure 
could not give him an Anſwer that 
tis nr, ier e 
B. But you fee that Jawnes and Jam - 
ret turn d but à little Water into Blood, 
and brought up but 4 few Frogs; 
whereas Moſes's Performances of theſe 
kinds, were marvelouſly great. 
A. I do not ſee that very clearly; 


* 


. 8 
— e 


t I will take it for granted that ſo it 


was, and ask you, Whether it is n 

in Nature, as eaſy to turn ſix hundred 
Gallons of Water into Blood, as ſix 
Quarts ? and to bring up a Million of 
Frogs, as four and twenty? Out of the 
Way of Nature, all things ſeem, to me, 
alike impoſſible, vr alike poſſible. Bring 
me a Man or Spirit, that can make a 
Fly, by his own Power, and I will ſhew 
vou one that can make an Elephant. 1 
believe you will own, that had the Wa · 
ter- pots at the Marriage-feaſt of Cana 


in Galilee, held but two or three Pints 
apiece, the Miracle of Chriſt the Lord 
had been as great, as it was, (in turns 
ing the Water into Wine) when they 


— 


* EI * 
— —— 


- Firkins. 


as "Av Afr agen Þ Mates. 


— 


contained, each of them — 


B. 1 agree with you; and therefore 
think, 48 you do, thi: all- ſuch Soluti- 
ons of Difficulties had bettet be ſpared, 

ſince they ſatisſie none that ſearch things 
throughly. But what do you fay to 
this, 3 x — * could not fe- 
| e Plagues they brought upon 
ok Land; —_ Mo or did? on there- 
fore-you lee that Moſes wrought the grea- ; 
ter Miracles. 

A. Excule me, Sit, if I can only ſee | 
that he more.than they : For 
that thoſe he wrought were greater than 
thoſe the Sotcerers wrought, is not 
eaſy for hic to ſee, who believes it re- 
_ quires as much Power to make a little 
Serpent, as e one that can eat him 
up; to turn 11x Spoons full of Water 
into Blood, as ſix Quarts ; and to bring 
up ten Frogs, as ten thouſand. 

B; You are then- of Opinion, that 
there is no difference: betwixt great and 
littte Miracles; but ſure, more Mira- 
eles will argue a greater Power, than 2 
fem will. What ſay you to thate 

A: IJ have already ſaid, that out of 
the- way of Nature, all things are alike 


SE that he who can make an 
O | Fel, 
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Eel, can make a Dragon if he pleaſes 
he who by his own Power can give 
Ears and Hearing to the Deaf, can as 
eaſily reſtore Sight to the Blind, if he 
think fit. And as for more- Miracles 
arguing a greater Power than a few, 
I muſt, by my Principles, be perſwa- 
ded, that more Miracles do not argue 
a greater Power, than a few, but argue 
a longer Uſe, and more frequent Ex- 
erciſe of the ſame Power: Thus, to 
turn Water into Blood, is a Miracle, 
and ſo it is to turn that Blood into Wa- 
ter again; I know not which is the great- 
eſt; but he who does them both, works . 
two Miracles; but he who works but 
one, has as great a Power as he who 
has wrought two, bechuſe he has the 
ſame, tho' not ſo long continued, or if 
you will, not ſo often renewed to him. 
And tho' the working many Miracles 
will naturally gain greater Authority, 
yet that is, becauſe more People are 
concern d, and come to the knowledge 
of them; and they who have ſeen 
more, are better aſſur d that their Sen- 
ſes were not impos d upon, than if they 
had ſeen. but one; for if they were cer- 
tainly perſwaded, that one was certainly 
wrought, without Fraud, the ſeeing more 
RIS int wrought 
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wrought by the ſame Perſon , would 
give him. ho greater Authority with 
them, than he had before. Thus, if you 
or I ſhould have ſeen our Child raifed 
from the Dead, we ſhould as fully be- 
lieve the Perſon who did it, as if we 
ſhould ſee the ſame Man raiſe alſo five 
more Children from the Dead ; bur 
then this Perſon would: gain more Au- 
thority with other People, who were 
related to theſe five Children, or were 
Spectators of theſe great Works. You 
ſee I rake the Liberty you gave me of 
makidg what Objections I can ; but it 


is, that I may receive the greater Sa- 


tisfaction from your Anſwers, for it 


is Truth alone I ſeek, What Credit 


therefore 'could the Miracles of Moſes 
give him, when the Magicians wrought + 


the ſame, in Oppoſition to his Autho- 


rity, if three Miracles argue as great 
a Power as thirty, and thoſe three 
were atteſted by the fame Senſes that 
the thirty were? party 
B. I cannot, I aſſure you, get over 
all theſe Difficulties, with as much Eaſe 
as other People do, or rather think 
they do. If thoſe, which the Sorcerers 
Wrought, were true Miracles, they were 


either wrought by the Power of God, 
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or of the Devil; if- by. the Power. of 
. God, then God wrought true Miracles 
to. confront the Au . of Moſes, 
- whoſe Authority he, at the ſame time, 
eſtabliſh'd by other true Miracles, and 
ſo will be found acting in Oppoſition 
to his own Deſigns. If by the Po W. 
er of the Devil, then can 4 Devil 
work true Miracles in Oppoſition to 
God, and how ſhall we come to know 
which are of Gad, and which are of 
the Devil, and. conſequently, how ſhall 
they atteſt to the truth of any Do- 
ctrines, if Powers ſo oppoſite can work 
them? And on the other hand, if the 
Miracles wrought by the Sorcerers, were 
only Cheats and meer Illuſions of the 
Senſes, how ſhall we do to diſtioguiſh 
betwixt true Miracles, and appearing 
ones only, ſince the Senſes, by which 
alone we can judge, may be ſo eaſily im- 
pos d upon, as to take Appearances. ſor 
true 2nd real Miracles? Either of theſe 
rr mm Difficulties along with 
A omiſe to do = 
5 7 to clear Wia . 2 - ok them. 
e 


maintain then, in the. firſt. place, of 
the Devil himſelf cannot work a true 


Miracle independently on God, or by 
his own innate Power; and this, forRes- 
ons 
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ſons before laid down Page 6. Second- 
ly, J aſſure my ſelf, that he can impoſe 
no falſe ones on our Senſes, if we ex- + 
erciſe them as we may and ſhould, and 
take that Care, and uſe that Circum- 
ſpection, that it is in our power to do: 
Becauſe it would be the ſame thing 
for God to permit the Devil to work 
falſe and cheating Miracles, and by them, 
to impoſe upon our Senſes, rightly ex- 
ercis d, as to let him work true ones: 
But of this, I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak more hereaſter, 'Thirdly, I believe 
1 when the wickedeſt of Men work 

Miracles, they never do it by a Power 
deriy'd from the Devil, but are the In- 
ſtruments which God is pleas'd to uſe, 
and have their Power from him alone; 
for if the Devil cannot himſelf work 
Miracles, he cannot commiſſiohate 
another to do them, nor communi- 
cate a Power that belongs not to him. 
However, I believe that Men are, through 


their Folly, 1 and great Wie 
edneſs, ſo ſeduced, as to believe the 
Devil has ſuch a Power himſelf, which 
he can alſo communicate to them; and 
that whenever they do 2 Mat- 
ters, they think they do them by a 
power deriy d from that bad Spirit, and 
, C 3 that 
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that they are aſſiſted by him: And be- 
cauſe the End theſe People aim at, is 
always evil, and the Effects miſchievous, 
the World is alſo inclin'd to attribute 

all ſuch Works to the Power of the 
Devil: Not thinking, perhaps, that this 
would be, to ere a Power equal, and cor- 
rival with that of God Almighty ; and for- 


getting, that God may have his Ends to 
ſerve, in 0 very wicked Men to 
be his Inſtruments, and to work Mira- 


2» 


cles, tho* they know nothing of him, 


nor intend him any Honour, but think, 


at that time, of ſerving another Maſter, 


and that they act by another's Autho- 


rity. If my fir/t Propoſition be true, 
that the Devil cannot of himſelf work 
Miracles, this third will follow unavoi- 


dably, that others cannot, by any Pow- 


er deriv'd from him. But this does not 
hinder me from believing, that God may 
ſometimes uſe both wicked Spirits, and 
wicked Men, as his Inſtruments,” am 


work Miracles by them both, if he pleaſe. 


Upon theſe Principles I find my {elf ob- 


lig d to believe, that theſe Zgyptian 


-  Sorcerers turnd- their Rods into Ser- 
pents, the Water into Blood, and brought 

up Frogs upon the Land, by the Power 
God alone, whatever they might 


0 


think, 
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hink! or by whoſe: Power ſoever bey 
believed they acted. | 

A. I am very loath to think others: 
wiſe, for the ſake of Conſequences that 
cannot endure: But upon this, I muſt 
ask you two Queſtions. Firſt, If theſe 
Sorcerers did not believe they could 
work ſuch «wondrous Changes, how 
came they to be call'd by the King to 
do them, and how came: they to at- 
tempt it? One would be inclind to 
think, that their former Succeſſes in this 
kind, had prepard the King to expect 
it, and embolden'd them to attempt 
this great Work. Secondly, What Ac- 
count can you give of God s working 
theſe Miracles, by the hands of theſe 

gyptians, to "confront the Authority of 

rs and in oppoſition to his on 

Deſign, which was, by Miracles, to 

give ibn Credit with the Court of . 
Oyt, and with his own People? 

B. If I could anſwer theſe Queſtions 
ſatisfactorily, all Difficulties elſe, I think, 
would vaniſh : But you muſt be con- 
tent with the belt J can, at preſent, do. 
In anſwer therefore to your firſt Que- 
ſtion, I ſay, that the Ægyptians were, 
of all Mankind, the moſt addicted to 


Egchantments, Sorceries, Predictions, 
e O 4 and | 
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and all that ſtrange and idle Trade of 


dealing with the world of Spirits and 
Powers inviſible : I pretend not to know 


how it came to paſs, that they were 


buſied more about theſe things than o- 


ther People; but ſo we find zn all our 
Hiſtories, that it was in Fact; and all 


the World, eſpecially the -Eaf, endea - 
vour'd to learn theſe Matters of them, 
And Moſes being learn d in all the Learn- 
- jog of the Æptians, was, I believe, 
accounted a Magician alſo, among them; 
as Daniel aſterwards, and the three 
Children, by being brought up in tlie 


© Palace of- the King of Babylon, and 


taught the Learning of the Chaldeaus, 
(Dan. i. 4.) came in time to be rec- 
kon d up with, and accounted amongſt, 
the reſt of the Magicians, Sorcerers, and 
Aſtrologers of the Realm, and were ac- 
cordingly conſulted upon great Occaſi- 
ons, Ch. i. 20. ii. 18. iv. 9. v. II. 


Moſes, I ſay, being brought up in Phu- 
raoh's Court, and (as St. Stephen ſays) 


learned in all the Wiſdom of the Aigyp- 
ttans, which ran exceedingly to Mathe- 
- maticks, Hieroglyphicks, and ſublime 
Sciences, was very probably accounted 
a Magician, even before he made theſe 
grakypaimens. 


— 


4. Thü 
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1 never conſidered. before; | 
but when find that he was forty Vests 
old, before it came into his Heart to 
viſit his People, and that he- was all 
that While —— at om and in 
the Egyptian anners and Learni 
am inclin'd enough to think, he or 
fered very little from other tian 
Students. it is not at all plain what 
N of God himſeif, till 

ared to him; or at leaſt, till 
— An, when being come 
to Years, (which were forty, by com- 
paring £Zxod. ii. x1. with Ads vii: 23.) 
he through Faith reſus d to be call'd the 

Som "Pharagh Daughter. ' Conſidering 

all theſe things, I think it not impro- 

bable, that the Magicians who knew 
Moſes, his Education, Maſters, Studies, 

and Learning in all the Feyptian Wil 
dom, ſhould think him like ore of them- - 

ſelves : But I know not what Uſe yon . 

will make of this, ſoppoling it all to be ; 

true. 

. No other Uſe than this; that Pha- 

raoh ſhould: think the Magicians of his 

Court 01 ual to Moſe3, and ſhould there- 

fore ſend for 'them, to ſee what they 

could do; and that the Magicians ſhould 
believe ſo too, Ws to 
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mances exactly imitated him, as appears 
from their ſtretching out their Rods, aud 
ſmiting the Duſt of the Land, to bring 
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— — 


of his Miſſion, before he practiſed in 


the Sight of Pharaoh; and therefore 


when calld by him to do the like, they 


came prepar d with Rods, and with their 


muttering Incantations, threw them on 


the Ground, in the ſame manner that 


Moſes did: And in their other Perfor- 


forth Lice, juſt as Moſes did before them. 


So that I do not ſee there is any neceſ- 
ſity, that their antecedent great Perfor- 


mances, ſhould have diſpos'd the King 


ta expect they ſhould work Wonders 


now, nor have.embolden'd them to at- 


tempt the doing the like again, when 


ever call'd upon to do it. But, that 
thinking themſelves in all points as great 


Men as Moſes was, they ſhould hope to- 


do all that he did. This I think may 
be ſuſficient to account for the Bold- 


neſs of their Attempt ; I would I could 


as eaſily account for the Succeſs of it. 
Tis no great matter for Men of a for- 


bidden Curioſity, ignorant of the ways 
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do as he did: They had probably heard. 
that Moſes's Rod was turn d into a Ser- 
pent, to eonvince the Children of Hrael 


of God, and brought up in a one | 
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er of Spirits and Demons inviſible, to 


believe they can do great Things by 


their Invocation, and abominable Rites 


us'd towards them. But how it. comes 
to paſs that God permits them, by ſuch 
wonderful Events, to continue in their 


Delufi6n, is a thing not eaſy to ſolve; 
but yet I will attempt it, in Anſwer 


to your ſecond Queſtion, which was, 


Why God ſhould work three great Mi- 
racles by the hands of James and Jam: 
byes, to confront the Authority of Mo- 


ſes, which he eſtabliſh'd by great Mira- 
cles; adting, as it were in Oppoſition ' 
to himſelf. and to his own Deſign, which 
was, to give him Credit with the He- 


brews and Ægyptians ?- I muſt then pre- 
miſe, in the 7 

ficient Reaſon could be alledged, why 
God ſhould permit theſe wicked Sor- 
cerers to work three great Miracles, it 


would not prejudice the Cauſe in hand; 
it would not follow from our Weak- 
neſs, that he did not actually permit 
them; the matter of Fact is certain. 
Nor would it follow, that they wrought 
them by the Power of Satan, and his 
Aſhſtance ; for that I take for granted, 


believing firmly that if God had given 
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Superſtition, and Perſwaſion of the Pow - 


rſt place, that if no ſuf- 
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28 An £ffay upon Miracles. 
the Devil that Power at large, no Mi- 
racles could be of uſe to reſtf the Miſ- 
ſion of his Prophets, But this would 
only follow certainly, that God can do 
_ himſelf, and permit others to do, ma- 
ny things, of which we can give no Ac- 
f - count, and for which we can aſſign no 
; ſufficient Reaſon ; a. Conſequence we 
need not be aſhamed of. But, ſecondly, 
; we may conjecture, that God might per- 
mit theſe Sorcerers to work three Mi- 
= racles, the better to convince them that 
= there was a Power ſuperior to all others, 
| to that of Nature, or whatever Spirits 
or Demons they had before truſted- to, 
or thought themſelves aſſiſted by; for 
we may well believe, they never 
wrought ſuch Miracles before, if any at 
all; and this Power they might find to 
be the fame that aſſiſted Moſes, and 
tiereupon might conclude, that this 
Power was able to deliver the Hebrews 
out of Pharaoh's hand, and therefore 
might perſwade the King (who adviſed 
with them, and truſted much to them) 
to let the People go, and ſacrifice, as 
was required. I do not find there is a- 
ny thing hard or abſurd, in ſuppoſing 
theſe Magicians convinc'd, by the Mi- 
racleg they wrought themſelves, of 4 


a 
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Power was the ſame — whoſe: Aſſiſtance 
Aeſes wrought his Miracles, 
theirs ; and this; bing laid, che reſt might 
follow ealily, 
- A; But, when they came to turn the 
Duſt into Lice, as Moſes had done, and 
found they were not able to do it, they 


cryed: out, that this was the Finger of 


God, Does not this ſignify, that they 
did not, till — fee or believe the hand 


of God: was in it? and! conſequently, 
were not oonvincd, that God wrought 
theſe three Miracles, either by Moſes 
or themſelves; but that they came to 
— by Art, Magin, or they knew not 


B. There is an Appearance of truch 
in what you ſay; but in my 
2 little Reaſon; and Obſervation might 


ſuffice to few them, that the hand of 


God was full as great in turning Rods 


into living Serpents; Water into Blood, 


and briaging up Frogs upon the Land, 


as in turning Duſt into Lice, whoſe 


matter may ſeem much more prepared 
for ſuch. a Change, than that of. the o- 
ther Rouies fon the Changes which they 


3 Can any. ane imagine, 


there 


— 
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Divine. Power, ſuperior to any they had 2 
tried or known before, and that this 


as they did. 
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30 An Hſſaß upon Miracles. 
there is more appearing Difficulty, in 
turning Duſt into Lice, than a little 
Wand into a Serpent? or can one find, 
that the doing the ſirſt ſhould ſhew the 
finger of God viſible, and the latter re- 
quire no ſuch great Power to effect it? 

I do therefore think, that now was the 
time they went to Pharaoh, to tell him, 
that the God who wrought "theſe Mi- 
racles,, was certainly the moſt power- 
ful of all Beings, and therefore that his 

Servant Moſes muſt be Markened to, and 
the Hebrews ſuffered to depart ; after 
they were ſufficiently convinc'd them- 
ſelves, that the Power by which theſe 
Miracles were wrought, was able to do 
what he pleas'd, they endeavour d to 

perſwade the King, but the Text ſays, 
that he hearkeued not unto them. They 

found indeed, that they could work no 
more Miracles; were they thereby con- 
vinced, that thoſe they h already 

wrought, were not wrought by God? I. 

then mutt they alſo think, that thoſe of | 

Moſes were no better than their own; 

and conſequently were not wrought by 

God. If they had ſeen any great dit- 

ference betwixt the Miracles of Moſes 

and their own, they would have ſeen 

at firſt, that the finger of God was in 

wy it; 
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it; but ſeeing no ſuch difference, they 
might well conclude they were both 
wrought by the ſame Power, and came 
to acquaint the King with it. When 
therefore they ſay ——— this is the 
finger of Gad, I would not underſtand 
them to mean, this turning Duſt into Lice 
is the finger of God, in contradiction 
to the other foregoing Miracles, as if 
they ſhewed no ſuch finger or power of 
God but this whole Tran- 
faction, all this powerful Operation, all 
theſe Miracles together, evidently de- 
monſtrate, that the hand of God is in 
this whole matter, and that none but he 
could bring ſuch mighty things to paſs, 
and therefore it were beſt to yield to 
this invincible Neceſſity. ä 
A. So that you imagine, God per- 
mitted theſe Enchanters to work ſome 
Miracles, in order to convince them of 
his Almighty Power. | 985 
B. I do ſo, and cannot tell how any 
Man could reſiſt ſuch Evidence: And 1 
think their diſappointment in attempt- 
ing the fourth Miracle, ſervd the bet- 
ter to perſwade them, that the forego- 
ing ones could not be wrought by Art 
Magic, for if they could, they might 
have ſtill gone on; for I ſay again, that 
| to 
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to turn Duſt into Lice, has nothing grea- | 
ter, nothing more apt to deterr from un- 


— % 1 | * ' 
8 


dertaking it, than the turning Rods in- 

to Serpents, or Water into Blood. But 

the being ſtop d, might only convinge 

them, that the Power wluch had hi- 

_ aſſiſted · them, would no longer 
out | | 


A. Methinks, you quickly turn theſe 


Magigians into very good Men. 
B. Not ſo faſt I beſeech you; for 
there is no need of thinking better of 
them, than that coming with impious 
and diabolical Intentions to overthrow 


the Authority of Moſes, they were ſoon 


convinc'd both by his, and their own 
Miracles, that the great God: was the 
Author of them, and went and told the 

King as much: I know not of any 
farther Influence theſe things. had-upon 
their Minds. And we find Ch. ix. 11. 
that theſe Magicians were themſelves 
plagued with the Boils, and could not 


ſtand before Moſes, ſo that tho they ae- 


knowledged - the Power of God, yet 
they were not thereby made the better 
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by 


Men. Vou know it is no new thing, 


for God to ſerve himſelf of his Ene- 
mies, and to conſtram them to confeſs 


his Power and Majeſty: But this * 
ks -” 
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the ifference betwixt me and ny 
e, that they make thoſe. Enchanters | 
— = 2h power and Finger of 
God, in the turning Duſt into Lice ; 
and I make them acknowledge them for 
that and all the Works that went be+ 
fore it; for thoſe they wronght them- 
ſelves; as well as thoſe that Moſes 
wrought. . And you muſt ſtill remem- 
ber, that 1 call all this but a Conjecture, 
and am only gueſſing what Reaſons might 
move God to ſuffer theſe Enchanters to 
work three Miracles: And this [thought 
might paſs for one, that they 1 
thereby be convinc'd of his Alm 
Power, and Superiority over all” 7 — 
Laws of Nature, that Moſes might find 
Credit with 4 and the He rews be 
ſuffered to- depart, as God comm 
But if this Reaſon be diſpleaſing ot 
unſatisfactory, lèt us ſee wha we can 
make of another, which 1 will alſo call 
but a Conjetture ; and that is, that God 
might. permit theſe Sorcerers to 'work 
theſe three Miracles, to harden. Pha- 
raok's- Heart, and make him ſtill more 
obſlinate . in his Reſiſtance and Refuſal 


to let the People go. v 
A. To tell ca, ON "i pre 
* much bg, than you owe | 
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find this Character made g 


make this good, it, looks ſo ſtrangely 
(to ſay no worſe) on God's part: But 
Iknow not how to rejeſt a Truth (if 
it can be plainly made out) for the ſake 
of an untoward Conſequence. | 


B. It is not for you or me, to make 


what Truths we.like, but to make the 


beſt Uſe we can of what we find made 


to our hands. Let us look into the 


Hiſtory as carefully as may be. Ægypt 


was certainly the 
of Idolatry, the 
Abominations both in Worſhip in 
Practice ; you cannot read of it in Sa- 
cred -or Profane Hiſtories, but bo 
ge © 


Spring and Fountain 


King of it, to all his other Wickedneſs, 


added the moſt violent and cruel Op- 
preſſion of the Hebrews, who were al- 
ſo his born Subjects; and certainly, 
nothing can more provoke a merciful 
and juſt God to Anger, than to fee a 
Prince, who is appointed by him todo 
Juſtice, and ſhew Mercy to all his Peo- 
ple, and to make them happy under a 


Wife and righteous Adminiſtration; to 


ſee him exerciſe his. Power in plaguing 
them, and making | 


and a moſt rigorous and n 
5 . 
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warmen 


very fink of all impure 


| making them moſt mi- 
ſerable, by moſt exorbitant Exactions, 
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preſſion , of their Liberties. | This was 
the Caſe of gr and its King, 
with reſpect to //rae/ , as you may 
ſee Bxod. i. 13, 14. 16. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, God did juſtly reſolve both to 
_ puniſh Agypr, iii. 7, 8, 9. and reſolve 
moreover + to make his Puniſhment” 
remarkable, and his Judgments moſt 
notorious, that all the neighbour- 
ing World might ſee, and dread the 
Example. He was now alſo about to 
execute his Promiſe made to Abraham, 
Jaac, and Jacob, to give their Seed the 
Land of | Caxaan, to eſtabliſh them a 
People, and ſet up his Name amongſt 
them. 'To' make them the more re- 
markable in the ſight of all the Nati- 


ons round, he reſolv'd to bring them 


out of bondage, with an high hand 
and ſtretched- out arm, that every one 
might ſec the ſingular Favour he bore 
to them. And to this end he intended 
to work great Miracles, which he fore- 
ſaw Pharaoh would harden himſelf a- 
gainſt, but which would make the De- 
liverance more conſpicuous” in the Eyes 
of all the World, © © 
A. I muſt then allow, you think, 
that when a Nation has, by its crying 
Sins and Wickedneſs, * 
| D 2 | or 
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for God's Judgments, he may „ with 
Juſtice, execute them upon it, in ſuch. 
a manner as ſhall tend moſt to his Glo- 
ry, the Diſcouragement of. Sin, and the 
ſhewing forth his Hatred of it, even by 
giving them more Opportunities of of- 
tending againſt him, and oppoſing his 
Will, altho he know they will make 
that Uſe of his Judgments and Inflt- 
tions. "gt Mabe Hee REV ny 
B. You muſt; and I hope you ſee 
there is no Iniquity in ſuch a Proceed- 
ing, ſuppoſing theſe Judgments are juſt- 
ly due, and a Puniſhment but equal to 
their Offences. Now all theſe Miracles 
that were wrought in Agypt, produced 
thoſe Judgments that were to puniſh its 
Ottences ; and tho God certainly knew 
that they would have no effect on 
Pharaoh, but harder him the more to 
a Refuſal of complying with his Will, 
yet were they but juſt Expreſſions of 
his Anger, and a juſt Puniſhment of. 
their Wickedneſs. Conſider theſe Plagues 
by themſelves, and you will find them 
due to the Sins of Agyp? ; conſider 
them as wrought miraculouſly, and 
then they were to let the King and 
People know, that God was the Author 
of them, and intended thereby to rh 
| iſh. 
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niſn them, and to obtain his Will of : 5 


them, in caſe they would not hearken 


to his Servant Moſes. 
A. But God's foreſeeing that theſe 


miraculous Judgments would not move 


the King, but harden his Heart farther, 
and yet continuing to multiply them, 
makes it look, as if he deſigned to har- 
den him the more, to make him fitter 
for more judgments. 

Z. I think not; and if you conſider 
well what has been ſaid, you will find, 
that God brought upon Pbaraob theſe 
miraculous Judgments, not to harden 
him the more, but 20 /ſhew his Hardneſs 


the moxe, to the World. They were 


juſt Puniſhments for paſt Offences, and 
Cautions againſt farther Obſlinacy; and 
God's knowing that Pharaoh would be 
but the more hardened by them, does 
not ſhew that God intended thereby to 
harden. him the more; nor did the Ule 
that God knew Pharaoh would make 
of his Judgments, make it more rea- 
ioqabls for him not to inflict them, when 


* 1 am glad of this, that God did 
not harden Pharaoh's Heart on pur- 
poſe, by working Miracles; but that 
5 wrought them for other juſtifiable 
| Pp 3 ends, 
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38 An Eſſay udn Miracles. 
ends, tho he knew Pharaoh would in- 

deed” be hardened bx them: I may fay 

then, that theſe miraculous Judgments, 

were the Opportunities of ſhewing Pha- 

raoh s Heart intolerably hardened, who 
would not be moved by them: And 
J may fay, that this is the Reaſon why 
God, in many places of Scripture, 7s 
aid to harden Pharaoh's heart, tho' in 
as many more, Pharaoh is ſaid to har- 
den bis own heart, But pray. what is 
all this to his ſuffering the Sorcerers to 
work their Miracles? 1 am not very 
clear in the Connexion of theſe mat- 
ters: Let it be allowed, that Mofes's 
Miracles 'were - wrought for theſe ends, 
and Gods Proceedings juſtified in deal- 
ing with this wicked King and People ; 
yet what does thisrelate to the Magicians 
doing ſo great 0 N li e 
B. The Order and Connexion of 
things is this. I was conjecturing, that 
God, it may be, might permit the A 
Optian Enchanters to work three Mira- 
cles, Cas he permitted 'Moſes to work 
eleven) that Pharaoh's. heart being there- 
by the more hardned, he might carry 
his. Reſiſtance higher, and God might 
gain the greater Glory by the Delive- 
rance of his People, with more aſto- 
"> | ESSE Eder ON; niſhing 
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a Signs and Wonders, and the 
World take much greater Notice of his 
Power and Majeſty. At this you were 
uneaſie, that God ſhould be thought to 
work Miracles, on purpoſe, as it were, 
to harden Pharaoh's heart; and I was 
endeavouring to ſhew you, that there 
Pas no Iniquity in this Proceeding on 
God's part, becauſe theſe Miraculous 
Judgments were but juſt Puniſhments of 
Pharaoh's great Wickedneſs, and impi- 
ous Obſtinacy; and- that altho God 
knew he would but harden his heart 
the more under them, yet it would ne- 
vertheleſs be juſt to inflict them, and 
God would ſerve himſelf of this hard- 
| neſs, to great Purpoſes. And if this 
might be allowed of, with reſpect to 
Moſes's Miracles, it might alſo be allow- 
ed with reſpect to thoſe of the Euc han- 
ters, whoſe working Miracles did alſo 
harden Pharaoh's heart, as appears, Ex- 
od. viii. 19, then the Magicians ſaid to 
Pharaoh, this is the finger of Gad, and 
Pharaohs heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them, He was neither 
moved at the Miracles they wrought, 
nor at the Confeſſion - they made, that 
they were wrought by the finger of 
God, and the Stop. they found to their 
„ work- 
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"wicking any n more. He hardend his 
Heart under every thing that was ſaid 
or done, by them, or Mofes, I look 
upon their Caſe to be much the fame 
with that of Moſes, ſo that if God 
might, with Right and Juſtice, work 
Miracles by Moſes, to harden Pharaoh's 
heart, (in "the Senſe before mentioned) , 
5 might do the ſame by the Magici- 
ans; and it ſeems to me, a great ol 
gravation of his Obſtinate Impiety, that 

| When his own Seryants (who came 
Vith Minds as ill diſpos d as his) came 

and' told him that the finger of God 
Pas in all theſe Operations, and that 


they were themſelves convine d of the 


truth of Moſes's Miſſion, that he ſhould 
not hearken to them, but harden his 
him: the more for what they ſaid to 
m 7 
A. 1 yield you that , that Pharaoh 


was a very wicked Prince, but we are 


now, methinks, come to the force of 
the Objedtiori that I firſt made 
that Pharaoh could not be ſo mueh to 
be condemn'd, for not being convinced 
by the Miracles he ſaw wröught, by 
reaſon he ſaw- them wrought in Oppo- 
ſition to each other." . Moſes's Miracles 
Fr to convince the King! thathe came 


from 
n 


_ 
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5 n God; Let us ſee (e the IE 
what our own M can do, be- 
fore we give this Man credit, and let 
them firſt be called; you know, that 
when they came, they did as Moſes 
did: Why is Moſes now to be believed 
more for his Miracles, than ns Magi- 
clans > 5 

B. Becauſe the Magicians came them- 
ſelves to the King, and confeſs'd, that 
Moſes — his Miracles by the fin- 
ger of God. 

A. Did they Jatthe francis confels, 
that they bers had but cozen'd and 
impos d upon him and his Court, and 
had indeed wrought no Miracles, all 
the while he thought they had ? this 
e ugh. have had ſome 17 


B. — you may be ſure, Was 
- Judge of that; had they not wrought 
true ©” Miricles, he could not have har- 
dened his Heart under them, as the 
Scriptures ſay he did. The "beſt of 
61 r Objection is, that the Miracles the 

agicians wrought' were true Miracles, - 
and therefore how could the Miracles 
olf Moſes convince them, when the Ma- 
1 wrought true Miracles in Op- 
ſition to him ? He muſt therefore 


be- 
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believe neither. And the beſt Anſwer 
to this, that I can think on, is this, 
that the Magicians did as good as con- 
feſs, that the Miracles they had them- 
ſelves wrought, were wrought by the 
ſame Power of the ſame God, and to the 
fame Intent that Moſes's were wrought, + 
namely, to puniſh Ægypt and its King, 
and to convince them that Moſes was 
to be hearkened to, and the /Zebrews 
ſuffered to depart, as God required. 
For tho the Magicians came with wick - 
ed Diſpoſitions, to ſet themſelves a- 
gainſt Moſes,” and uſed all their wick - 
ed Arts and Incantations, Mutterings, 
and diabolical Ceremonies, to Work Mi- 
might perhaps think at firſt, the 
did what they did, by the aſſiſtance of 
Spirits and Demons, contrary to the 
God of Moſes, yet afterwards they might 
come to ſee and know, that it was 
not ſo, but that they acted by the ſame 
Power that Moſes did, and were only 
made inſtrumental to puniſh Agypr the 
more. And (as I have already faid) 
their confelling the finger of God to 
be in all this matter, does as good as 
confeſs, that they were now conviac'd 
of the Power of God, and of the * 


oy 


— —— * — ne 0 


by — Fg e — 2 


| Moſes's Miſſio and therefore that the 
King mul Jet. e People go. But the 

g would now hearken no more to 

them, than to Moſes. RV, 9074 M1 | 
hey 15 


f A. Why — — methitks, 
wi So ey did, and 1 Would have 
believed them doch, atteſting the ſame 
truth, by Miracles mach alike ; namely, 
that Moſes was ſent of God, and 
Miracles to atteſt his Miſſion, end wes | 
to be hearkened to. F d 
A. You haveè given, 1 confeſs, a new 
turn to this Affair, to make the Mira- 
ces'of the Magicians to atteſt the truth - 
of Moſes's Mithon,” and to make the King 
more faulty for not believing what his 
own Enchanters faid to him. 
B. You ſee the bottom I go upon; 
the Scriptures fay, that the - Magicians 
confelsd to Pharaoh, that the finger of 
God was in this matter; and the ſame 
Scriptures ſay, that Pharaoh's heart was 
| heardened, and he hearkened not un- 
to them; which is a plain Condemna- 
tion of ſuch his Obſtinacy and Deaf - 
neſs. So that we are not now to con- 
ſider the Miracles of the gages” 
as wrought in Oppoſitiom to es, 
(whatever hy themſelves at- firſt in- 
OY 


. cf 


themſelves. fen nh: 
A. I perceive. that this thing lies at 


none but God; and thoſe commiſſiqned I. 
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tended) but in confirmation of the truth 
of his Miſſion, as the Event juſlified, 


x , * + ent 


the bottom of your Heart, z. that 


by him, can work true Miracle 4. 88g 
therefore you have been at all theſe 


Pains to ſhew what might moye Gor 


to permit theſe Enchanters to wor 
three mighty Miracles: And whether 


you - have hit upon the true Cauſe or 
no, I know not; but the Effect I can- 
not chuſe but be pleaſed withal, name- 


ly, the Confeſſion and, acknowledgment 
of God's Power by the Magicians them- 
ſelves, and the Uſe, God made of it, viz, 
the hardening Pharaoh's heart the more; 
or rather, the Opportunity offered by 
it, of ſhewing his heart the more. har- 
dened, which God ſerved himſelf of 
to gain to himſelf the greater. Glory, 
and to make his Power the better known, 
in bringing forth his People; a thing he 
always has in his Vie“. 
3B. You take me right; for I can 
never believe the Devil, or any other, 
by his Aſſiſtance, can work true Mira- 


cles, in Oppoſition to God ; Nor 1 


. 
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believe that any falſe ones can be 


— . , 
4 * oF 


x * e 
- _Y 4 ms at - *; TY * * 2 
I 8 
". 8 I 044 — 1 
* — 
* 


* » 


wrought by the Devil or his Agents, 


ſo as to impoſe upon the Senſes of a 
ſober, prudent, and attentive Perſon, 


- where Truth is concern d. Upon theſe 
Grounds I deny, that the Devil wrought 
theſe three Miracles by the Magicians; 
and deny his Pouer ſo to impoſe upon 
the Senſes of Pharaoh and all his Court, 
as to make them believe they were true 
Miracles, when —— — were — 
mere Deceptions and Illuſions. An 

from thence I concluded, that God per- 
mitted the Magicians to work three 
Miracles, of which he made this Uſe, 
to extort from them a plain Confeſſion 
of his Supream Power; and this other, 
that Pharaoh's heart was hereby the 
more hardened, and his Reſiſtance car- 


ried higher, which illuſtrated the Po. 


er of God the more, and the great Fa- 
vour that he bare unto his People, in 
delivering them with a ſtretched- out 


tt " * 12 2 * 
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Arm, and with great Judgments, as 


he himſelf is pleas d to expreſs it, Ex- 
od. vi. 6. F 

A. You would have me then, upon 
the whole matter, believe, that God 
wrought theſe great Miracles by the . 
Hptian Sorcerers, to give Moſes's _ 
| on 


A 
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ſion e (u indeed their e 
feſſion — they did) tho he made 


other uſe alſo of them : So that we muſt 


not attend ſo much to the Mind and 
6 Purpoſe. with which theſe Magicians et- 
tred (as it were) the Liſts with Moſes; 


do confront him, nor to the Imaginati- 


ons they might have of the great Pow · 
er by which they wrought ſome Mi- 


r 


was their Confeſſion, that the finger of 
God was in this matter. This, you 


think, 1e to Myſer's Million, which 


i the very end of Miracles you firſt 
laid down, which was — — Bid) 0 | 
give the Meſſengers credit with 


thoſe — were ſent in his 
Name. But, Sir, you know it has been 
| 22 g the Opinion of all the 7 
that the Agyptian Enchanters wrought 
their Mirades by tae Power of __ 
Devil : 
2 [know it very welty and [ 
you ſee, that the Enchanters might at 
firſt- believe ſo too: But I would have 
the World undeceiv'd, as well as I think 
the Enchanters themſelves at laſt were. 
mags 1 , when 5 
World ions, 
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us 
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. Whether it does not think that the 
finger of God was as much ſeen in Mo- 
ſes's turning the Rod into a Serpent; 
the Waters into Blood; and bringing 
Frogs upon the Land; as in turning the 
Duſt into Lice? 240). Whether the En- 
chanters did not think that they them- 
ſelves had turn d their Rods into Ser- 
pents, the Waters into Blood, and 
brought Frogs upon the Land, as cer- 
tainly as Miſes done? and conſe- 
ntly, whether they did not ſee the 
fager of God as much in their on 
Works, as in thoſe of Moſes > zal. 
Whether the Enchanters would have at- 
tempted to have turned Duſt into Lice, 
(as it is plain they did attempt) if they 
had thought the Finger of God more ne- 
ceſſary to perform that Miracle, than the 
three foregoing ones? 4zhly. Whether 
therefore, upon the whole matter, when 
they acknowledged the finger of God 
in the Works of Moſes, they did not 
alſo * effeQtually acknowledge that the 
ſame Power had wrought by themſelves,” 
"thoſe three great Works, altho' they 
knew it not, nor oi d it, till they were 
diſappointed in their aſt Artempt + 
Theſe Queſtions will take in the whole 
of what we have been talking concern- 
we | ing 
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48 An Eſſay 
ing the Enchanters. And now I come 
N to you, to ask you concerning 
the Power of the Devil, by which you 
ſay the World has hitherto ſuppos'd that 

theſe Enchanters wrought their Mira - 
cles. Do you fo underſtand it, that the 
Devil has an inherent Power of his 
own to work Miracles independently 
on God, and can commit that Power to 
other Agents? if you do, you muſt 
ſhew me what difference there is betwixt 
God and the Devil, in reſpect to Mira» 
cles: and how I ſhall know which of 
them acts; or if this cannot be ſhewn; 
„ - (asT doubt it much) then we muſt be 
to ſeek of what Uſe Miracles can be; and 
I "IN you will find them to be of none 
at all. ſy 147 
A. No; But God may permit the 
Devil to communicate his Power to 
wicked Agents, who ſhall. work Mi- 
racles. R 
B. Pray what need we go ſo much 
about, when the way is ſo ſtrait to the 
ſame Place? Is it not much eaſier, and 
much more reaſonable to ſay, that God 
may fee fit to make wicked Men his 
_ own Inſtruments, in working Miracles; 
than that he permits the Devil to make 
them bu? I affirm poſitively, . 
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„ Miracles. 
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the Dh any Power to work Mi- 
racles, he has it from God, and can 
my exerciſe it, when God permits him; 
and I affirm moreover, that if, at any 
time, the Devil can bY Commillion to 
Men to. work Miracles, he can never 
do it, but when God permits him, and 

for purpoſes permitted by God. And 

ray then is, it not as fit, and as like- 
y, that God ſhould give the Magicians 
Power to work Miracles, as that he 
ſhould give-the fame Power to the De- 
vil, oY let the Devil give it to the 
Magicians ? For my own part, I think 
God's Honour, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, 
are all as ſafe, when Men are his Inſtru- 
ments, as when he uſes the Devil. 

A4. But is it not as bad, that God 
ſhould permit wicked Men to work 
Miracles, for wicked Purpoſes of their 
OW? , | Y PERL 

B. Not quite ſo bad, becauſe the 
World is not ſo ready to believe wick- 
ed Men act by their own Power, as 
that the Devil does, nor conſequent- 
ly, ſo liable to be ſeduced by one 
of their own Fellow Creatures, as by 
that powerful ſubtile Spirit. But, be 
that as it will, 1 would have you hence- 
forwards, make but * reckotfing 1 

; the 
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che Inſtruments God uſes in working 
Miracles, whether good or bad Men, for 
he has lometimes uled both; and aſſure y 
your ſelf, that whatever Purpoſes wick- 
ed Men may have, true Miracles can 
never ſerve any other Purpoſes than 
thoſe of God ; And let the e Magicians d 
come with what Purpoſes they w | 
no great matter, they ſhall be 101 to 
do no more than God permits them, to 
ſerve his own Deſigns. 

A. But at this rate, the Devil may 
be an Impotent and harmleſs Spirit, and 
wicked Men the Inſtruments of all Wick- 
edneſs. 

B.-The Devil can never be harmlef, 
becauſe his Intentions are evermore ma- 
licious, and bent on the doing Miſchief 
to Mankind , He goeth about, ſeeking 
. whom be may ' devour ; and for his Power 
or Impotence, it depends entirely on 
God, how far he will reſtrain or limit 
him; we do not know, how great his 
Natural Powers, in which God created 
him, were; nor how much he loſt, by 
falling from his Innocence and Obedi- 
ence ; nor conſequently how much is, 
ſince that, left to him. I am inclin'd 
to think, that the Supreameſt Angel, 
even in his native Innocence, 'was not 

created 
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created with # Power of changing the 


Courſe. of Nature, and ſubverting the 


known eſtabliſh'd Laws of the Creation, 
without the Purpoſe and Appointment 


of God, (and with God's Leave and 
Order a Fly may do it) and tho". the 
Devil's Rage may increaſe, yet ſure his 
Power is not increas d by his Rebellion 
and Apoſtacy. The Scriptures that at- 
tribute great matters to him, (which 
yet by Bang ill underſtood are made 


much greater than they are) do yet in- 


form us that he is abſolutely under 
God's Command ; and therefore let his 


Power be never ſo great, it muſt be 


exercisd as God permits, and limited, 
and determined to what Purpoſes- God 
pleaſes. And will it not from hence fol- 


low, that he can no more work a true 


Miracle, than you or I, of his own ac- 
cord > And then, will you think, 
that wicked Men can work Miracles 


by the Power of the Devil, i. e. Suf- 


pend, Change, ot Subvert the Courſe 
of Nature? for I am now ſpeaking to 
Miracles alone, according to our De- 
finition, and not to any other Opera- 
tion, ſtrange, ſubtile, and amazing, which 
are ſaid to be wrought by him. 
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4. You would therefore have me be- 
lieve, that it is full as reaſonable to 
ſay, that; Jaunes and Jambres ( what-, 
ever they themſelves intended or be- 
lie vd) wrought their Miracles by God's 
Permiſſion, Power, and Appointment; as 


that God gave this Power to the Devil, 


Jambres. 1 KM 

B. I would; and promiſe to be an- 
ſwerable for any Conſequences that may 
follow from this Conceſſion, which I 
would not follow from allowing the Ma- 
gicians to derive their Power from the 
Devil, and the Devil his from God. 
And thus, I have, as well as I. could, 
endeavour'd to ſhew you, that the end 


and the Devil gave it to Jaunes and 


TW of Moſess. Miracles, was, to gain Credit 
'B to his Miſſion, that Pharaoh and his 


ubjects, ſeeing him at by a Power 
plainly divige, might believe. he came 
from God, and might hearken to the 
Meſſage he came upon, and comply 
with it. This would have been without 
Diſpute, had Moſes only wrought Mira- 
cles; but when the Magicians of pt 
alſo wrought Miracles, in Oppoſition 
to Moſes, then it grew doubtful whe- 
ther Moſes or They were to believed, 
or neither. And the way to decide this 
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1 
(with ſome), that the Magicians were 


alſiſted by the Devil, who eme and 


took their Rods ſecretly and inviſibly 
away, and ſubſtituted true Serpents in 
their ſtead; nor (with others) that there 
was nothing real done by them, but 
that, by their Sorceries and Enchant- 
ments, they deluded the Spectators, and 
imposd upon their Senſes all the, wille. 
Theſe Solutions I thought, created, more 
and greater Difficulties than they pre- 
tended to anſwer to, and were really 


nothing leſs than downright Z4egging the 


Lueſtion in hand, for lever. 1 Realons 
laid down before, at large. I havethere- 
fore tried to decide this matter, by af- 
firming, that the Magicians ( whatever 
they themſelves thought or intended) 
did really work true Miracles, and were 

itted, nay aſſiſted by 5Y to do ſo, 
or Reaſons before mention, and not 


to be repeated here; and tried to ſhew 


that even theſe Miracles atteſted to H- 
ſess Miſſion, and in the Concluſion, 


did not harden any Azyptian's Heart, 


ſo as to make him think the AZzyptial 
Sorcerers wrought Miracles by a Power 
diſtinct and oppoſite to that by which 
_ Moſes ated, which was the only Snare 
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the Ægyptians could falſ into, and from 
which the Sorcerers own Confeſſion ma- 

. Mcttty gelivered t gem. 
A. I thank you for the Pains you 
have been at, to clear thoſe Difficulties 
that ſtood in the way of my Belief; 
I am now perſwaded that Moſes's Mi- 
racles ought to have gained him that 
Credit with the Ægyptians which God 
intended him, E Fw * 
poſition which he was alſo pleaſed the 
Magicians ſhould ſeem to make to him, 
by permitting them to work Miracles 
alſo; ſince they tnemſelves who wrought 
them, came before the King and Court, 
and acknowledged the Finger of God, 
and his Power, in all the Operations 
foregoing, the Conſequence of which 
was plainly this, that Moſes was ſent 
of God, and muſt be hearkened to, in 
whatever delivered by virtue of this 
- Miſſion : For tho' he delivered all he 
had to ſay, to Phargob, before he wrought 
his Miracles, (which is the faireſt way) 
yet all theſe Miracles were to gain him 
belief with the Children of Hracl, in 
what he was afterwards to fay and” do 
among them. I muſt freely own, that 
the way you take is Teſs liable to Ob- 
jections, than any I have ever yet . 
| | - With; 


___ 


% j «2.4 | E "'v" * . 
4 * wheel » wit = P 
-— 


2 


_ 


As Eſſay wpon Miracles. 
with; and I would now 
Reſpite, were it not for 
Deut. xiii. x, Cc. which ſtieſis ſo with 
me, that I ſhall have no quiet, un 
leaſe to tell me what I muſt do with 
it. If there ariſe among you a Prophet, 


or a Dreamer of Dreams, and giveth 


thee a Sign or Wonder, and the Sign or 
the Wonder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake 
unto thee, Saying, ———=— Let us go - 
ter other Gods, which thou haſt not known, 
and ſerve them: Thou ſhalt not hearken 
to the Words of that Prophet, or that 


God proveth you, to know whether ye love 


the Lord your God, with all your Heart, 


and with al your Soul. Should it not 


appear from hence, that God may ſome- 


times permit a falſe Prophet to give a 


Sign or Wonder that may come to 


paſs, in order to try whether. his Peo- 
ple would be tempted to Idflatry 2 and 


if he does, how is it that they muſt. 
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give you ſome. 
2 Paſſage in 


Dreamer of Dreams; for the Lord your 


not hearken unto him? Shall a Mira- 
cle confirm the Belief of One God, and- 


700 7 the 4 70 more Gon 
than One, it wrought ior that purpole ? 
if this be ſo, a Miracle, in my Judg- 


ment, muſt go for nothing; but J mult 


believe One God, or more Gods, ac- 
wit” 3 cording 
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"ont as my Reaſon leads me; for a 
Miracle, | ſee, proves both zlike. _ 
B. Von have objected right; but ſup- 
80104 amiſs, that the Sign or the Wor- 
der here | oken of, was a Miracle; for 
no ſuch thing appears. To give 4 Sign 
or Wonder, is, in this place, to foretel 
ſome wonderſul thing to come .to paſs, 
and then it runs thus If a Man 
ſhould pretend to have a Meſſage from 
God delivered to him in a Viſſon, or 
that God had appeared. to him in a 
Dream, and reveal'd his Will to him, 
and, to gain to himfelf Credit, ſhould 
foretel ſome ſtrange and unexpected 
thing, and the Event ſhould confirm 
his Prediction, and the 5659 or Won- 
der come to paſs; and upon this, ſhould 
perſwade the People to forſake the Wor- 
| ſhip of One God; he ſhould not how- 
ever be believed; the Accompliſhment 
of his prediction ſhould not gain him 
ſo much Credit, as upon his Perſwa- 
ſion to fall into the MWorſhip of many 
Gods. For tho' God could prevent the 
*Accompliſhment of this Prediction, yet 
| he may not always ſee Reaſon fo to 
do, but may ſuffer this Sign or Won- 
Ty der to come to paſs (which would have 
come to 2 without any ſuch Predi- 
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ction) to ſee whether People would be 
lo eaſily ſeduced into the groſſeſt of 
Errors, becauſe a Wretch has foretold 
ſome ſtrange thing, that God had pur- 
pos'd ſhould come to paſs, whether 
foretold or no. For you have no rea- 
ſon at all, to believe that God permits 
this Sign or Wonder to come to pals, 
only to fulfil the Prediction, and try 
the People's Faith and Conſtancy; but, 
that th's Sign or wonderful Event is 
intended by God, and that he will not 
put it by, tho it be foretold by one who 
pretends to be warned of God, and will 
prove an occaſton of tempting People 
to Idolatry. I take this viſionary Drea- 
rher here mentioned, to be but a meer 
Gueſſer, and to predict Events of his 
own head, ſome of which may poſſibly 
come to paſs. But if we ſhould ſup- 
pole him a true Prophet, and that God 
inſpir d him with the Knowledge of fu- 
ture Events, which he predicted, and 
which came to paſs; yet if he ſhould 
perſwade the People to Idolatry, he 
were no longer to be truſted, becauſe 
we may be ſure, the Spirit of God muſt 
then depart from him, for God cannot 
contradict himſelf, nor do any thing to 
perſwade Men to forſake him, and give 


/ 


7 k 4 af. EVE pen 4 
284 . 1 2 n. "A a 1 — 1 1 o 
. 5 10 | a 4 * 9 Bu. , 1 * „ 3 
ih r e ee 
* * * Kenn 75 3 n ue. 0 T3. 
5: "A y "'F - £* 4 ; 
\s. 11 
— 
4 fi woagy - 


p rr 
2. JL 
= 


— ——_.— =. | 


his Worſhip. to another, This is the 


plain Meaning of the thing, that if a 


Prophet whom God had ſometime ſince 


honoured with an Inſpiration or tWo, 


ſhould aſterwards, upon the Credit 


his former Inſpiration, perſwade to Ido-- 
latry, the People ſhould not remember 
what he had been, but conſider. what he 


nom was, and put him to death, becauſe 
it is impoſſible he ſhould have been in- 
ſpir of God, to ſuch a purpoſe 
is. And if we ſhould (with 0 
ſuppoſe this Sign or Wonder, to have 
been, the working a Miracle, yet this 
is the Solution of the matter, that no 


Man, tho' he had formerly wrought 


Miracles, - ſhould upon. the Credit of 


them, be believ'd when he talk d ab- 


ſurdly, or be followed, when he perſwa- 


ded to any. thing plainly wicked : Which 


4 


Vas the Caſe of Judas, and 5 


ſome others, who had ſometimes wroug 


Miracles by Chriſt's Commiſſion, and 


yet did after renounce him, and ap0- 
{tatiſe from the Faith. Their having 
been uſed by God as his Inſtruments 
and Mellengers, did not authoriſe them 
for ever after to be accounted ſuch, nor 


was to give them Credit, in every thing 


they ſaid or did, 
TE 4. 
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1 0 I muſt — (you ay) 


underſtand this Paſſage in Deut. xiii. ſo, 


as if God at any time, purely to try his 
people's Faith, and Adherence to his 


Worſhip, would inſpire a Prophet with 
the Knowledge of ſome great Event, 


which he ſhould foretel, and which 
ſhould come to paſs, and then ſhould 
perſwade them to fall from his true 


' Worſhip ; and much leſs that he ſhould * 


let him work a true Miracle, in order 
ſo to tempt the People. - - 

B. By no means; for this would be 
to tempt People to fall from God, by 
the fame Methods he us d to keep 
them upright ; and to confirm the Be» 
lief of Idols, by the ſame Courſe he 
took to perſy ade them of the Unity of 


the- Godhead, namely, by Miracles; 


which would be building and pulling 


down with the ſame hand. You ſee 


what a monſtrous Abſurdity there is in 
this, that the Ove and only true * 
ſhould let a Man work a Miracle, 


They who think that God would ever 
ſo his People, will be at a lots 


perſwade Men, there were many Gods. 


tempt 
to find how it is poſſible for him, ever 
to rn them: A Miracle cannot 


do it, for twas a Miracle led them 
| into 
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into Error, and unhing d them from 
the true Belief. of one God. I will be 
bold to ſay, that this is a Temptation, 

from which there is no way to eſcape. 
And therefore they who explain thi 
Paſſage after this manner, muſt neceſ- 

ſarily give up all Miracles, as good 41 
for nothing, that is, to prove nothing. 
For if a Miracle prove the Unity of 
the Godhead, it can never prove plu- 
rality of Gods 5 and if it can prove 
plurality of Gods, it can never prove the 
Ai. But wherein then, may God be 
ſaid to tempt that People, by this falſe 
Prophet? 7 23 0 N i ee 
B. By permitting that Sign or Won- 
der to come paſs, which was foretold 
by him (tho, it may be. not foreknown 
by him) upon whoſe Credit he ſhall 
try to perſwade to Idolatry : This, 
God could prevent if he ſaw fit, and, 
by not preventing, ſuffers this Tempta- 
tion to be laid for ſuch as will be ſo 
fooliſh and ſo abſurd as to fall into it. 
God, I have ſaid, does not lay this 
Snare for any one, but the Courſe of 
his Providence, may not, perhaps, ſuf- 
fer him (much leſs will Juſtice con- 
ſtrain him) to remove it, altho he * 
| Vo that 
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that wicked People will be ſeduced by 
occaſion. of it. e had given them ſuf - 
ficient Proofs of the Unity of his God- 
head, ſufficient Cautions againſt Idola - 
try, and he will now try, if a lucky 
Gueſs, or a ſagacious Præviſion, or an 
impudent Pretence of Propheſy, o- 
ming to paſs, and notably fulfilled, 
ſhall over- rule all Reaſon, and poſitive 
Command, and be able to ſeduce them 
to Idolatry. If this be a Temptation, 
God will venture it, as well he may ; 
He will permit this Sign or Wonder to 
come to paſs, and will not go out of 
his appointed Courſe to hinder it, that 
he may ſee, whether his People will 
remember and- obey his Warnings and 
his Precepts. I do not fee there is any 
great matter in this Paſſage : Nor do | 
ſee, how Miracles are at all concern'd 
in it. For I can never think that God 
ſhould enable a Man to work a Mi- 
racle, and then appoint him to be put 
to death for doing it, as we find it Deut. 
X111. 5. | | ? f f 15 . 
A. No, Sir, he is not to dye, for 
working a Miracle, but for enticing to 
Idolatry, by vertue of having wrought 
that Miracle: Iis for the bad Uſe he 
makes of it. | 


B. You 


= 2 roy in fey upon I Miracles. 
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B. You fay right, but he could not 
have had ſuch .a powerful Pretence to 
ſeduce to Idolatry, had not God ena- 
bled Kong IRE he —— 2 
2 now this is brought to 
wk us, that' God, to try his People, 
permits a Man to work a Miracle, m 
order to ſeduce them, if they will be 
ſo ſeducd. If it be, as you ſuggeſt, 
that God, for ſome other good a wiſe 
end, permits a Man to work a Mira- 
cle, and he perverts it to this wicked 
hs ws and makes uſe of the Authority 
it gives him, to draw Men to the Wor- 
ſhip of Idols, then is there no Tryal or 
Temptation on God's part, but an abuſe 
of a Miracle by a very wicked Man, 
which ſeems to be contrary to the Senſe 
that is generally put on this Paſſage in 
Deut. Xin. which is, you know; that 
God to try his People, permits a Man 
to work a true Miracle. But now if 
as Miracle were wrought for any other 
fe, than to give this Man Credit, 
1 not be ſaid to try his People 
bk ' altho' his People would indeed 
be accidentally tried by it, I e. the 
falſe Prophet would take occaſion from 
this Miracle, to ſeduce the le to 
* a ching which God intended 


not, 


” 
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not, but which was an accidental - Uſe 


of it, after it was over. If God indeed, 
after this Prophet had endeavour d to er- 


tice the People to Idolatry, had given 


him the Power of working a Miracle, 


he had in ſome ſenſe tempted his Peo- 


ple by that Miracle, for then his - Mirz- 


cle had given him Credit, in what he 
ſhould afterwards deliver as his Doctrine: 


Whereas to work a Miracle firſt, and 


then to build any Doctrine or Worſhip 


on the credit of it, is always liable to 
Suſpicion; becauſe the Miracle might 
have been wrought for other Uſes, and 
you endeavour, without any good proof, 
to put it to this, which is for your preſent 
purpoſe. For it is my Opinion, the 
Doctrine, in general at leaſt, ſhould al- 
ways be firſt laid down, and then the Mi- 
racle be wrought to give the Meſſenger 
Authority and Credit to eſtabliſh it in 
People's Minds; which would prevent all 
manner of Abuſes of any Accidental Mi- 
racles. But I foreſee, that, when I come 
to ſpeak to the Miracles of our Lord 
Chriſt, I ſhall be under a neceſlity of 
handling this matter more at large, and 


therefore, if you pleaſe, we will refer it 
to that place; for I have already, I fear, 


offended too much, in ition of the 
, 1n-.repet 18 


ſame matter. A 
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A. Sir, I account my ſelf oblig d to 
you, as much for that, as any thing elſe, 
and hope I underſtand things much the 
better for it, and ſhall the better k 
them in my Mind. Mou will be oaks 

at ſome convenient time, to let me renew 
this Converſation, and hear the reſt. 
B. You will be very welcome, when 
you pleaſe : Only remember, that you 
take not what I fay, on truſt, till you 
have both examin'd, and digeſted it, and 
are throughly ſatisfied. I am, you may 
be ſure, proud of the Reſpe& you have 
for me, but you muſt be no looſer by 
it, nor let it hinder you from bringing 
all the Objections you can muſter up 
from all Quarters. - 
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A. J Am come, Sir, if it be ſealonable, 
to rake the advantage of your laſt 
Offer, of ſpeaking to * Mira- 

a of Chrift our Lord in the maũner 

you ſpake to thoſe that were wrought 

by Moſes': And to ask of Oprah, 

rp you then allowed me, of ma- 

king what Exceptions I could, to any 

thing you faid, and asking what wet We. 

how! chought were pertinent. 8 
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* Ts ſeaſonable enough + and the 


1 greater liberty you take, ater 


that it was e 


is like to be your Satt ion, if it be 
in my power to give it you. The 
Method I ſhall take, if you approve it, 
will be this, —— Firſt, to ſhew you, 
expected, that the Chrift, 3 
or the Meſſiab, ſhould work Miracles. 


; 
3 bY) Ry Secondly, T at "Teſus did actually work - 
- \Miracſes. And Thirdly, Speak to the End 


for which, he aid himſelf he wrought 
them. Under one or another of theſe 
Heads, you will find room for what Ob- 


- jections ſhall occur to your mind. Firſt, - 


therefore, I will ſhew you that it was 


expected, the Chriſt ſhould work Mi- 


racles. Upon our Saviour's feeding five 
thouſand Men, with five barly — 
and oo, ſmall Fiſhes, it is ſaid, Jahn 
vi. 14. Then thoſe Men, when they Jaw. 


_ the Miracle that Feſus Aid, ſaid, — 


truth, this is that Propher, that ſhould 


come into the world. It was not ufual 


for every Prophet, who was ſent of 


God, to work Miracles ; nay, very few 


of them wrought any; ſo that to ex- 


pect a Prophet that mould work Mi- 


racles, Was to expect a great Prophet 


indeed; und greater much than any 
they bad Tn, n * * 4 
gan, 
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lijah, and Pliſha. "And it were eaſy 6 o 


ſhew, if it were needful, that this Ex- 
pectation of the Jews, is a proof that 
they look d for that Hale Prophet, 
foretold by Moſes in Deut. xviit. 18. 
that promiſed a Prophet that ſhould be 
like to Him, as in many other parti- 
culars, ſo eſpecially in working Mira- 
cles; for he could be like him in no- 


thing more to the honour, and, to the 
E of a Prophet. The Jews there 


fore, becauſe they expected a Prophet 


like to Moſes , — from Chrit's 


Miracles, that he was that Prophet that 
ſhould come into the World, This Expe> 
dation of- Miracles, appears alſo from 


thoſe. many Demands the Jem made to 
Chriſt, of ſhewing them ſome Signs. 
Maſter, we would ſee a Sign from thee, 
Matth. Xii. 38. and Joh. vi. 30. What - 
Sign. ſheweſt thou then, that we may ſee 


and believe thee ? What 4% thow work 2? 
this was occaſioned by | Chriſt's telling 
them, v. 29. that they ſhould believe on 
bim, whom God bad ſent ;, but they re- 
quir d ſome Sign, in proof f that G 


had (ſent him: This f =14 that they 


ex ſuch an , Exctcile 
rene, In bim ho We Wh ld be 
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cept ye ſee Signs and Wonders, ye will 
not believe, Thus Job. vii. 31. Many of 
the People believed on him, aud ſaid, 
when Chriſt cometh, will he do more Mi- 
racles than theſe which this Man hath 
done? And Marth. xii. 23. when he 
had reſtor'd the blind and dumb poſ- 
ſeſs d, to Sight and Speech —— the 
People were amaz'd and ſaid, is not this 
the Son of David? Theſe are full Proofs 
that the Jews expected Chriſt 'or the 
Meſſiah, whenever he appear'd, ſhould 
work Miracles. The Anſwer he made 
to the Diſciples, of John Baptiſt, is a 
Proof that. this Expectation of the Jews 
was well grounded, being raisd by a 
Propheſy. Jobs was now in Priſon, 
and there had heard of the Works that 
Chriſt did, and ſent two of his Diſci- 
ples, u ho ſaid to Chriſt, Art thou He 
that ſhould come, ar do we look ſor ano. 
ther d It appears, that Job» Baptiſt 
knew Chriſt very well, before he bap- 
tized him; that he ſaw and bare Re- 
cord, that be was the. Son of God; that 
he called him, he Lamb of God, which 
 faketh away the Sins of the World; that 
die ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending on 
bim, like a. Dove, and abiding * | 
and heard the Voice from Heaven, _ | 
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faid; this 'is my beloved Sou” in "whom 7 
am wel pleaſed, All this was done, be. 
fore John was caſt into Priſon ; and 
therefore tis not to be thought, He 
ſent for Information, as tho he bad 
not known himſelf that Jeſus was tlie 
Chriſt, or any ways doubted of it. But 
he ſent this Meſſage by ſuch as Gant. 
ed Conſirmation of Hein Faith,” abd_ 
would not (*tis likely) take their Ma! 
ſters bare word, that he whom "John. 
baptized was the Meſſi: ah. Their Maſter 
was a Priſoner, and in danger of dy- 
ing a violent Death; would the*Mef- 
ſiah ſuffer 'that ? Was that the Favour 
his Fore-runner muſt expect? Was it 
— the Meſſiah ſhould be ſuch à one 
q Theſe Doubts, or the like, 
* ht vex the Minds of John's” Diſci- | 
os; ; and therefore to deliver them 
from them, and to give them truer 
Notions of the Perſon and Office of 
the Meſſiah, to fatisfie themſelves und 
others they ſhould meet withall, he 
ſends them to Jeſus himſelf with the 
forefaid Queſtion i. e. to enquire, 
whether he were the Perſon -rhat wits” 
to come, - or. whether” they muſt look for 4. 
mother, To which our Lord anſwers 
— Go way Rem John again, | thoſe 
| FOR 3 thing 
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birgt which ye do. hear and ſee © 
the Blind receive their Sight , and the 
Lame walk, the. Leapers are cleanſed, 
the Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor 
have the Goſpel preached unto them. All 
theſe Partioatars are found in Jaiab 
XXIX. 18. XXIV. 5, 6. Ixi. „1. and are 
D many Propheſies of the Works of 
the Melliah ;. for it is to be obſerv'd, 
. the Satisfactorineſs of our Lord 8 
Anfwer to. theſe "Diſciples, - conſiſts in 
this, that it had been foretold and ex- 
pected, that He who was to come, ſhould 
do theſe Miracles. Vou come from Jobs 
to learn whether I am He who was to 
come— go back and tell him of 
the Works you ſee Me do, and hear 
that 1 have done: And if ;thele, Works 
betoken and delineate Him that was to 
come, let him judge of me as he ſees 
fit. This ſhews, that the great mark of 
him that was to come, was, that he ſhould 
work great Miracles. 

A. 1 agree, Sir, to al this, but what 
U am! to make of it? F 

B. To obſerve, and remember, - upon 
Occaſion; that it was foretold by Pro- 
phets, and expected by the Jews, that 
whenever Chriſt, or the Melliah, came- 
into .the . he Should work great 
| 9 f and 
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and many Miracles. The like ching ne- 
ver happened to any Man living be- 
ſides. It was never foretold by a Pro- 
phet, of any particular Perſon, .nor 
expected by any People, that ſuch or 
ſuch a certain Man "ſhould (york Mira- 9 
o cles, when he came and lived in the + Þ 
World: This Honour way peculiar to out 
Lord Jeſu 1 1 + "RC 
4. J will reſerye this Obſervation, for 
the Jews, when I meet them, for 1 
think it is goed there; but, as yet, I 
do not ſee What to do with it, to ſuch 
as believe the O/d Teſtament no more 
than they do the New. Will you be 
pleaſed to go on, to ſhew how he ful- 
filled theſe Propheſies, and ſatisfied the 
R they had raiſed among the 
eople. e ain 8 
B. This matter will not need much 
proof; thoſe on whom Jeſus wrought 
Miracles, did, freely, and openly, and 
gratefully acknowledge their Benefactor, 
and owned they received their Sight, or 
Hearing, their Health, or Strength, 
from him that was called Chriſt; and 
ſo did many of their Relations: And 
ſome of the Jews; for the ſake of theſe 
= - Fr Works, did own he was the Chriſt ; 
ut becauſe that was. not ſafe for them. 
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to do, many that did not, or o f not 
know he was indeed the Chriſt, yet 
| owned the Benefits received, to have 
been beſtow ed by Him, who was" cal- 
led Chriſt, and Jeſus of Nazareth + "They 
bore witneſs to the Perſon, tho they 
might not know who-that Perſon Wag. 
3 far we may be ſure, that the 
Jews, who were the Subjects of our 
Savigur's Miracles, and many of their 
Relations, would go, they would teſti. 
fy that he actually wrought Miracles: 
This was alſo confeſſed by his greateſt 
ar ro thoſe who were griev'd, and 
gry" to "think he had foch Pou er, yet 
old not deny but that they knew he 
ec ſuch Power. Vnhat do we, 
ſaid the Prieſts and Phariſees, in Cons | 
cil, for this Man doth many Miracles? 
And even their blaſphemous attributins 
them to the Prince of the Devils, 270 
his Aſliſtance, does as fully prove 
the matter of Fact, namely, that they 
were done, as if they had believed 
he wrought them by Divine Power, 
and had fo acknowledged it. For the 
Queſtion is not here, whoſe: Power 
; of wrought them by , but whether 
they were wrought or no, by Him as 
the Inirument ; ; and. therefore their 
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—— Calumny , is as good an 
Evidence, that Miracles were wrought: "HM 
by Jeſus, as any his own Diſciples could 

have given. It appears therefore from 

the Teſtimony of his Followers and 

Diſciples, and of thoſe who were nei- 

1 ther, but only cur d and reſtord _— 1 
him, and of thoſe ho hated him, and 4» 
perſecuted him to Death, that Teſus C 
Chriſt did gruly work oreat —— 


which was the Second U 1 2% -4 
to ſpeak to. -.*; 
A. | e Sir, that r know „ +3 2 
not how any matter of fact can be "i 
better proy'd, than this, that our Sg. 8 


viour wrought Miracles. - But would . 

you have me, believe, and (if calld 
upon) maintain, that every great Work 

our Saviour wrought , was properly . 
miraculous > © | N 

B. J ſee no Reaſon to belive 8 ä 

wiſe; but becauſe we have deferib'd a 
Miracle, as a Work of God, ſubvert- 

ing, changing, or ſuſpending the known 3 
Courſe, and ſettled Laws of Nature, 
and appealing to the Senſes 


and that ſome Works our Saviour 
wrought, may not appear to us, to 
come up fully to this Deſcription; it 
may be fit, . dot to . | 
$2» that 
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that they were every one of them, 
properly miraculous; tho we indeed 
believe they were. I can believe that 
of Chriſt, which I cannot of another 
Man, altho' I ſee the ſame Effect pro- 
| duc'd ; - becauſe the ſame Effect may 
proceed from different Powers and 
_ Cauſes. And becauſe another Man may 
ſeem. to do , without a Miracle, what. 
Jefug. . Chriſt really did by Miracle; 
therefore I need not -maintfin, to an 
Adverſary, that every Work he wrought 
was properly miraculous, altho I. ve- 
rily believe it was. The Miracles which 
I 1 would moſt inſiſt upon, ſhould be, 
His turning Water into Wine; His 
walking on the Seas; His feeding five 
thouſand People, with five Loaves, and 
two ſmall. Fiſhes; and his railing up 
the Dead, and ſome ſuch like. 
A. I allow that theſe are inconteſta 
ble Proofs of a Divine Power; but I 
cannot methinks, afford to part With 
any other Miracles of Chriſt, tho ſeem- 
=o [ [b 
B. Nor I neither; let us part with. 
nothing but our Miſtakes; Were Rp 
ever at Sea, and obferv'd how ſudden- 
Illy the moſt furious Winds have been. 
laid, and how. almoſt in an e a 
5 Fp 5 m 


ay 


Ty / And hae if ome bold P Z 
had, at that Inſtant, reluted the Winds, | 
and bid them ceaſe , and they had cea- 
ſed immediately? would you have con- 
cluded preſently, that ſuch an Event 
was miraculous; or would you have 
thought, the Man had ſpoken audaci- 
ouſly and luckily ? 

Audacioufly and luckily j ine 
the Winds might mo then ceaſed, th | 
he had held Fs: Tongue. 4 

B. But if you had ſeen our Sindonr 
_ Chriſt do the fame thing; in the ſame 
manner, you would have concluded, 

He had exercis'd a Divine Power; 
yet the Event is alike in both Caſes ; | 
but you know how different Perſons | 
they were. When therefore you diſ- 

pute with -Unbelievers about Miracles, 
I F ſhould not adviſe you to inſiſt upon 
any. ſuch Events, as might have natu- 
rally come to paſs, altho you are ful- 
ly perſwaded, that thoſe particular ones 
were truly miraculous. Make uſe ra- 
ther of ſuch, as are ſubject to no Ex- 
ceptions, and where Chance can have 
no room. Do you now underſtand, 
that Oy have ou TONY » 
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all the great Works, that Chriſt wrought, 

. were truly miraculous, but that you _ 
not try to prove them to be ſo, to 
ſuch as will deny it? This is an 
mean, by diſtinguiſhing ſuch Works 
of Chriſt as both appeared, and were, 
miraculous, from ſuch as were mira- 
culous, but might not appear to be 

ſo. 

A, 1 apprehend you; and deſire you 
to proceed to the third thing you in- 
rended to ſhew, namely, the End and-- 
Purpoſe for which Chriſt ſaid himſelf he 
wrought Miracles. 

B. The end for which Chriſt wrought 
Miracles was plainly this; that for 
their ſake, he might be believed to 
come from God, and that what he 

ſhould deliver as God's Will, was cer- 
tainly ſo. The bottom of all Which, 

vou know is this, that a Miracle be- 
ing a work that none can do, 4 
God be with Him, it is not believed 
that God will entruſt this - miraculous 
Power, with ont that ſhould abuſe it, to the 
deceiving or hurting any innocent Per- 
ſon : And therefore wherewe hear a Man 
declare he comes from God, to teach his 
Will, and ſee him, in Confirmation of ſuch. 


- his Miſſion, work Miracles, we believe; 
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E. 
not only that he comes from God, but 
Will of Cod, is truly e The Ni- 
might believe what he delivered from 
many Evidences of his Commiſſion. 7 


An Eſſay upon Miracles. 7: 
alſo that what he declares. to be the 
racles of Chriſt-were wrought to teſtify 
he came from God, and that the World | 
him. Let us hear himſelf, appealing 
to the Miracles he wrought, as to ſo 
have, faith He, greater witneſs, than that 

of John, for the works which the Father 


hath given me to finiſh; the ſame works | 


that I do, bear witneſs of me, that the 
Father th ſent me, Joh. v. 36. and in 
x. 24, 25. When-the Jews came round 
about our Lord and faid to him, Ho- 
long doſt thou make us to doubt 2 If thou 


ſwered them, I told ,you, and ye believed 
not; the works that I do in my Father's 
name, bear witneſs of me. And John 
XV. 24. If I had not done amongſt them, 
the Works which none other Man did, They 
had not had Sin. And in Joh. x. 37, 38. 
If I Ado not the works of my Father believe 
me not ; but if I do, tho you believe not 
me, believe the works, that ye may know 
an believe that the Father is in Me, and 
Tin Him, See alſo Joh. xi. 15; and xiv. 
11. Theſe are the Places, where 1 


be the Chriſt, tell us plainly. Jeſus au- 
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himfelf declares, that this was the End 
for which he wrought his Miracles, that 
Men might believe by them, that God 
had ſent him; and that without theſe 
Works the Jews might have had ſome Ex- 
cuſe for their Infidelity. You ſhall now _ . 
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ſee him ſhew you the Uſe of Miracles, in 


. a Caſe that will be worth your remem- 
bring. In Mark ii. 3, Sc. Aud they came 
unto” him, bringing, one fick of the Palſy, 
which was born of Four, and when they 
could not come nigh unto him for the Preſs, 
they uncovered the Roof where be was, and 
when _ had broke it up, tho let down 
the Bed, wherein the Sick of the Palſy 
lay. When Jeſus ſaw their Faith, he ſaid 
unto the Sick of the Palſy,” Son, thy Sins 
be forgiven thee. But there were certain 
of the Scribes fitting there, and reaſoning 
in their Hearts — Why doth this 
Man thus 1 peak Blaſphemies, Who can for- 
give Sins hut God only? and immediately 
when Jeſus. perceiv d in his Spirit, that 
they Jo reaſoned within themſelves, he ſaid 
unto them, Why reaſon ye theſe things in 
your hearts > Our Saviour does not here 
blame them. for thus reaſoning with 
| themſelves, for certainly they reaſoned 
right, that none but God could forgive 
Sins; and it was no great matter to _ 
EY | — 
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take, and think that Chriſt attributed 
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ſuch Power to himſelf, by pronouncing * 


ſo abſolutely — that his Sins were for- 
given him ; and ſuch a Power they never 
knew committed to any Man: He does 
not therefore blame them, for ſo reaſo- 
ning, but takes occaſion from thence, 
to ſhew them Who he was, and the Pow- . 
er he had committed. to Him, and for 
what Purpoſe : And therefore he goes 


on Whether is it eafier to ſay to the 
Sick of the Palſy, thy Sins are 2 
e up thy 


know 


thee, or to ſay —— ariſe and t 
Bed, and walt? But that you may 
that the Son of Man bath Power on Earth 
to forgive Sins, I ſay unto. thee [ſpeak- 
ing then to the Sick of the Palſy] Ariſe, 
take up thy Bed, and go thy way unto thy 
Houſe. Conſider with your ſelves this 
matter. You heard me lately tell this 
ſick Man, that his Sins were forgi- 
ven him, and thought immediately 
that I had ſpoken impious and blaſ- 
phemous Words, attributiag to my 
ſelf a Power plainly Divine, and in- 
communicable, 7. e. of forgiving Sins. 
That God alone can forgive Sins, com- 
mitted againſt himſelf, is certainly true; 
but if you think He cannot commu- 
nicate this Power, you are TS 
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as I can ſay 

Bed and wall? if , without any ap- 

. plication of proper means, or any 

manner of Preſcription, ſhall cure this 

Man of his Diſtemper, by the bare 

word of .my Mouth, by ſayin r only, 
[ 


5 


wo 1 aſſure you, that the Son WW. Man, 1 


even I who ſpeak to you, have Pow- 


et on Earth to forgive Sins, and. 1 
was exerciſing this good Power upon 


this miſerable Paralytick, Which was, 
vou know, the Occaſion of your, in- 


ward Reaſoning , and concluding me 
to. have blaſphemed. And what think 


you? You ſee this poor Creature, how 


impotent and weak he lies before you, 
how altogether unable he is to ſtir, 
and help himſelf. Don't you believe 
it is as eaſy for God to give me the 
Power of forgiving Sins, as it is to 


give me the Power of working mira- 


 . ulous Cures ?- May I not ſay as eaſi- 


ly — thy Sins are forgiven tbee 
Ariſe, take up thy 


Riſe , take up thy Bed and walt, will 


.you believe that I have alſo Power to 

forgive Sins, ſince one is full as eaſy 
as the other ? Now, that you may know 
aſſuredly, that I the Son of Man, have 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins:; „ Jou 
ſhall ſee that I have Power to cure this 
| | Pa- 
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Paralytick preſently —— f ſay unto 


thee then , thou laine and helpleſs Crea-" . | 


ture, ariſe, take up thy Bed and walk, 


and go thy way un 0 thy Houſe. Whe-© 2 


rher his Sins be truly forgiven him, 
according to my word, is what you 
cannot Foix diſcover; but Whether 

I haye Power to cure this Man's Dit 

eaſe', the Effect will ſhew immediate 
ly, and you will viſibly diſcern. A 
immediately he aroſe and took up the Bed, 
and went forth before them ail, inſomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, 
ſaying, we never ſaw it on this faſhion. 
ere is an Act of great Mercy, fhewri 

to a poor miſerable Man; but tis plain, 
that Chriſts Deſign was now to.thew - 
the Jews , the truth of that Doct rine, 
that the Son of Man had Pawer to for- 
give Sins. That was the thing, the Jews 
{tumbled at, and this was the way Chriſt 
took to ſet them right; the Miracle 
was to procure an Attention 4nd Be- 
lief; the viſible effect of 4 Divine Pow: 
er was to cofivitice them that what he 
ſaid was true, altho the effect (name 
ly the forgiveneſs of Sins) was, and 
muſt be inviſible; This Inference is, 
you ſee; of out Saviout's own making, 
aud is 1 lively 33 that 
| % | true 
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true Miracles are deſignd' by God, to 
bear Teſtimony to the Miſſion of his 


Meſſengers and Prophets, and to eſta- 
bliſh and confirm the truth of what 


they deliver, by virtue of ſuch Miſſion. 
You now fee, by an Inſtance, ho w- 
our Lord himſelf appeals to his own _ 
Miracles, and ſure you will believe he 
knew the true uſe that was made to 
be of hem... We 
A. There is no want of farther Au- 
thority, where we have that of Chriſt : 
But if you pleaſe let me alſo be remem- 
bred of what the Writers of Scriptures 

ſay upon this head. N | | 
B. St. John then ſays xx. 3o, 31. 
Many other Signs, truly did Jeſus, in 
the Preſence of his Diſciples, which are 
not written in this Book, (i. e. St. John's 
Goſpel ) but theſe are written that ye 
might believe, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that believing , Te 


' might have Liſe in his Name. St. Luke 


alſo in Acts ii. 22. reports St. Peter's 
words to the Jews — Te Men of 
Iſrael hear theſe words, Teſus of Naza- 
reth , a Man approved of God, by Mira- 
cles and Wonders, and Signs, which 
God did by Him, in the midſt of Jou, 
as Te Tour ſelves alſo know, You map 
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hear alſo what is ſaid of the Apoſtles; 


becauſe it tends to the ſame "Purpoſe, 
'namely, that God intended to give their 


Doctrine (the ſame that Chriſt taught) 
Credit, by the Miracles he enabled 


them to work. Thus then St. Mark 
xvi. 20. And they went forth, and preach= 
ed every where, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming. the Word with 
Signs following, Thus Acts xiv. 3. 175 
time therefore abode they, ſpeaking bold- 
ly in the Lord, which gave Teſtimony. 
unto the Word of his Grace, and granted 


Signs and Wonders to be done by their 


Hands. Thus Heb. ii. 4. God alſo 


bearing them witneſs , . both with Signs 


and VVonders, and with divers Mira- 
cles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, See 


. 


alſo Atts vii. 6, „ 


A. Methinks, there can be nothing | 
plainer in the World, than that God 


purpoſed to give his Son Jeſus, and 
his Apoſtles, Credit with the People 
to whom they were ſent, by giving 
them the Power of working Miracles, 
i. e. God intended the People ſhould 


believe Chriſt, and his Apoſlles, de- 


claring the will of God upon the ac- 
count of the Miracles they. ſaw. them 
work., which Works no Man could 
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do, excepting God were with him. 


Let us hear, if you pleaſe „What was 


the Iſſue. 

B. Mind not what was the Iſſue, but 
—_ in Reaſon ſhould have been, when 
God beſtowed. this Power of Miracles, 
on purpoſe to atteſt to the Miſſion 
of his Son. The Iſſue was, that ma- 
ny believed on him, when they faw 

the Miracles he did, but a great ma- 
ny more believed not. When Ei. 
Jab ii. Kings xvii. had reſtored by his 
Prayers the Woman's dead Child 8 life 
again, ſhe ſaid, Now by this T know that thou 
art a Man of God, and that the VVord of 
the Lord in thy "mouth, is truth, And 
thus St. John ii. 11. This beginning 
Miracles did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifeſted forth his Ther, and bis 
Diſciples believed on Him. And vi. 14. 


rg £ 
. 


* 


Then. thoſe Men, when they had ſeen the | 


Miracle that Jeſus did, fad this, is of 
a truth, that Prophet that ſhould come 
into the PPorld, i. e. they believed him to 


- be the Chriſt, as hath been before ob- 


ſerv'd. And ix. 32. Since the World 
began, was it not heard, that any Man 
opened the Eyes of one that was born blind; 
if this Mon were wot of God he could 
do nothing i. e. He could do no fuch 
| | | _ migh- 
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mighty Miracles. And thus upon his 
raifing up the Widow's Son of Nain 
from the Dead = Luke vii. 16. 
There came a Fear on all, and they glo- 
rified* God, ſaying, that a great Prophet 
is riſen up among, Us, and that God hath 
vifited his People. But yet you know, 
that much the greateſt part of the Jews 
continued unbelieving, notwithſtanding 


all theſe Miracles; ſo that you muſt ra- 


ther look to the intended Iſſue, than that 
which really followed. N 
A. Pray, can you poſſibly account for 
the Jewiſh Infidelity, under the mani- 
feſtation of ſo much Power, as Chrift 
exerciſed, and notwithſtanding ſo many 
Miracles wrought among them 
B. A great many Reaſons might be 
aſſign'd, tho" none ſufficient ;*-but that 
which feems the ſtrongeſt, arid which 
is moſt to the purpoſe in hand, ſeems 
to me, to be this. That the Pharifees 
and leading Men among the Jews, had 
{pread it abroad among the common 
People, that he diſpoſſeſſed Demoniacs, 
by Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils: 
This was the-Judgment, you know, they 
paſſed upon his healing one poſſeſſed 
with a Devil, blind and dumb, #»ſomuch 
that the Blind and dumb both ſpake and 
„ ſaw 
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ſaw. Matth. xii. 22. And in all likely- 
hood, they paſſed the like Judgment 
on his other miraculous Works; for it 
Vas a conſtant Tradition with the Jews, . 
that Jeſus was a great Magician; and 
I wiſh it were at this day altogether 
worn out of the minds of that poor 
People. - Now if the Jews were made 
to believe, that he wrought his Mira- 
cles by the aſſiſtance of the Devil; tis 
plain his Miracles could never give him 
any credit with them; if once they 
were perſwaded, that he acted by Com- 
miſſion of God's declared Adverſary, how 
could his Miracles atteſt to his Com- 
miſſion from God? if Jeſus, in combi - 
nation with Evil Spirits, ſhall reſtore the 
Dumb to Speech, and the Blind to Sight, 
it will be to no purpoſe to tell them 
he comes from God, and in witneſs of 
his Miſſion, ſhall cure the Blind and 
Dumb. Ihe very means he uſes to con- 
vince the People, he comes from God, 
are turn'd upon him, and perverted to 
the utter diſcrediting of all he fays. 
This aſcribing to the Power of the De- 
vil, the Miracles he wrought by the 
Spirit of God, he calls himſelf, the fin 
ning againſt, and blaſpheming the Holy 
Ghoſt, Iis true, the malignity of = 
Ws 2 33 P 7 
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publickly, that he acted in concert with 
the Devil, tho' they were inwardly per- 
| ſwaded otherwiſe, as People think: 

But, to believe the Devil could indeed 


aſſiſt any one, in reſtoring to the Dumb 


their Speech, and Sight to the Blind, 
and do other ſo great Works, was the 
firſt Snare they fell into, and would ea- 
ſily throw them into the other; and 
the People could never have been indu- 
ced to believe that Jeſus wrought great 
Works by the aſſiſtance of the Devil, 
unleſs they had been firſt taught, that 
the Devil could work great Works him- 
ſelf, and alſo communicate ſuch his 


Power to Men: This was the funda- 
mental Error with which their Minds 


were firſt ſeaſoned, and which prepar d 
them for the other blaſphemous Opi- 


Phariſees Sin did lie in ronouncing thus 


. - "HAS. * N 


- 


nion of our Lord's being aſſiſted by 


that wicked Spirit: If this be a Digrel- 
ſion, you owe it to your Queſtion, 
whether I could account for the Jewiſb 
Infidelity, under ſo many Miracles, and 
ſo evident a Demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit. | 

you would now take the pains to reca- 
pitulate, as you have heretofore done, 


. G 4 what 


A. I am content with it; and deſire 
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Chriſt our Lord. 7 
B. The Sum then, of what I have 
been trying to prove, is this; That it 

was foretold by the Prophets, that He 
' who was to come, the Chriſt, or the Meſ- 

fab, ſhould work great Miracles, and 
that it was expected by the Jews he 
ſhould do ſo. This I ſaid, was peculiar | 
to our Lord, and what never happened 
to any one elſe. Next, That Je/us of 

Nazareth did actually work great Mira- 

cles, and by them proved himſelf the 

Chriſt, and gwas received as ſuch by 

thoſe who cloſely attended to his Works. 
And laſlly, that 7% himſelf told the 

Jews that God had given him the Pow- 
er of b e Le eee on purpoſe to 

wince the World, that he came from 
God, and was the Chriſt, and was to 
be believed in what he ſhould deliver 
touching God, Himſelf, and the Lifeche 
would have Men lead; that Miracles 
were his Credentials, and that, upon 
their ſcore, he requir'd them to look 
upon him as the Shelleniger and Pro: 


phet of God, and his Embaſlador, for 
the purpoſes he ſhould declare, and com- 
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municate to them. 
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be plainlier proved from Scriptures , 

than theſe three be Points and muſt L not 
n make this Conſoquence; that 

the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt is true, and 


_ ought to be believ d, becauſe it was 


prov'd, eſtabliſh d, and af by Mi- 
racles ? 


B. That Confe equence is unavoidable, = 


and makes it lk. 


. A. I have always made it in my mind; 


but I have ſo often ſeen it overthrown 
by Writers of 2 ſorts, both antient, 
middle-aged modern, very good 
— — doubtleſs very learn- 
ed; that I know not what to t of 


3 mo i- muſt or ba of 
am to m ” | 


the truth of a Doctrine, by 
cles that are wrought in confirmation 


not this downright begging the e 
on? Is it wright Je: irectl 


trary to what Jeſus Chriſt eſtabli wa 
Did not he affirm that his Miracles were 


to r » rap h of what he ſhould q 


— T1 


— —ß -.—h diw — 
4. 1 do not know that any thing can 
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of it, but muſt judge of Miracles, b 
the Hofrine they would eſtabliſh ? k | 
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90 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 
of Man's having Power to forgive Sins, 
was true, and ought to be believed? 
B. T agree with you, that that Max- 
im is not ſolid; and that if it were ſo, 
Miracles' would prove nothing that were 
doubtful or unknown before. We mult - 
judge, it ſeems, whether the Doctrine 
to be Etabliſh'd, be true, and reaſona- 
ble, and fit to be believed, before we 
can believe a Miracle could he wrought 
to eſtabliſh it. This Miracle can give 
this Doctrine no credit, but rather re- 
ceives it from the Doctrine; it is, as 
you call it, begging the Queſtion. _ 
A. What muſt I do, moreover, with 
- thoſe People, who affirm that the De- 
vil can alſo work great Miracles, and 
can aſſiſt wicked Men alſo in working 
them, i. e. can communicate his Pow- 
er to them? For, to tell you what I 
think, this Power, to a Man of my 
Simplicity and plainneſs of Underſtand- 
ing, ſeems to make void the purpoſẽ of 
our Saviour, and the end for which he ſaid 
he wrought Miracles, 2. e. to gain belief 
to his Doctrine. For if the Devil can 
work Miracles, as well as Jeſs Chriſt ; and 
Men aſſiſted by the Devil, as well as 
Chriſt's Diſciples ;- what Proof can Mira - 
cles make that a Doctrine is from God? ' 
B. Why, 
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B. Why, that will bring you back a- 
gain, to conſider the Doctrines to whica 
theſe Miracles pretend to atteſt. - 

A. So it will ; but then Miracles will 
ſignify nothing, nor determine me one. 
way or other; but I ſhall conſider whether | 
this Doctrine be reaſonable, and fit to > 
come from God or no, and ſhall be- 2 
lieve, according to the beſt of my Rea- 
ſon and Judgment, without regard to 
Miracles. I think I have heretofore 
learned thus much from you: and the 
more I conſider this matter, the more 
fully perſwaded I am, that we are 
in the wrong, to think the Devil can 
work true Miracles, or help any one 
to do ſo. But tho' I am thus aſſu- 
red, when I conſider things naturally, 
and according, to the beſt of my Rea- 

| ſon; yet there are two Paſſages in the 
new Teſtament, that, when they recurr 
to my mind, put me very hard to it; 
and if you pleaſe to let me object them, 
and whatever elſe my Mind ſhall ſug- 


eſt from them, and give me your So- 
ſutions, 1ſhall be oblig d; for they ſtart 
the ſame Difficulties, in the Caſe of 
Chriſt's Miracles, as the three Miracles 
wrought by the Magicians did in the Caſe 


B. The 
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of Malers 
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6 B. The firſt, I guels, is that paſſage 
Matth. xxiv. 24. where our Lord 25 
uber halt ariſe 2 Chriſts, and 
falſe Prophers, and fball ſhew great Signs 
and Wonders, inſomuch that if it ve of | 
ble, they ſhall deceive the very bi 
And if this be ſo, you will fay, unleſs 
Men can difti betwixt the Mirs- 
cles of theſe falſe. Chriſts, and choſe of 
the true One, how ſhall they do to dif- 
cern the true Chriſt and his Doctrine 
from the falſe Doctrine of the falſe 
Chriſts. 
- A. I ſhall, indeed, 100. 50 and I ſhall 
ask that Queſtion. ul great Signs 
and — a here s [ muſt un- 
derſtand grea? and true Miracles ; then 
or Lad appear to me to ay 
I, by working great and true Miracles 
have proved my ſelf to be the Chriſt, 
the true Meſſiah ; the time will ſhortly 
come, when others ſhall ariſe, and 
themſelves Chriſt, and to prove they 
are ſo, ſhall werk great and true Mira- 
cles : But I give. you warning before- 
hand, not to mind them, or believe 
them, for I only am the 8 
and have ſo prov'd my ſelf, by 
and true Miracles. Would you 
me believe that n * thus, and 
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| 1 
in LR ? yet phy Text" not 


ayoid this, 1 15 reat Signs and 1p Wor 
Ferftand 2 great and true 


ders, we-muſt un 

Miracles. This it is that ſticks with me; 

60 therefore pray tell me, wh 
43. 24 


not to underſtand great and true Mira- 
cles; for if Miracles will prove one Man 


to be Crit; the like Miracles will 


prove another Mas to be ſo to, 3. e. a 
will prove neither of them che Chri 
n eat matter in fore- 
telling that ff hriſts and falſe Pro- 
Fn. would  arife, and work Won- 


ders this is hot en 
from” regarding, ney ries So 
if they truly work Miracles; becauſe 


it is ſo eaſy a matter for any one that 
ſets up a new Doctrine, to bid his Fol- 


lowers beware of any one that ſhould 


oppoſe it, tho with never ſo ſpecious 
Boctrines; and to tell 1 
ſome would certainly riſe up, and con- 


tradict ſuch Doctrines, would be but a 


reaſonable and likely Gueſs, be- 
we ſee it has been, and continua - 
Tr is, che Fate of all Philoſophy and 


OS: 


what I muft : 


B. Why, you mit I mninttin, that 
by great Sian" and Wonders, we are 


ll. 
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Dafoe, coat Advent thet aunt 


ſupplant and overthrow / that of another, 


to ſubſtitute their on Opinions. Let 
us therefore ſee. how ſuch an Argument 


would operate, . where- Reaſon only, and 
not Miracles, ſupports the N One 


Man eſtabliſhes a Sec upon Principles, 


that appear to him-exceeding fine, 2 
reaſonable, and uſeful, and bids his Fol- 


lowers be ſure to adhere to them, even 
unto Death; and never to depart from 


them, altho ' (as he eaſily foreſees) there 


my. ariſe a Set of * that will op- 
them with equal Reaſon. Every 


Body ſces that this Deſire, is only to con- 


tine to himſelf the Honour of a Sect; 
for if Men follow him only, becauſe 
his Principles appear reaſonable,” why are 
not 'others Principles to be attended to, 
if they alſo. then appear as reaſonable, 


or more ſoe I look upon our Lord to be 


as well the Wiſdom as the Power of God, 
and therefore, out of Reverence, dare 


not think he argues on this manner. 


Let us put out the word Reaſon, and put 
in its place the word. Miracles, and ſee 
how it will do then. Here is a Man 
that ſays he comes from God, to teach 
the World his Will, which to follow is 


wy in Eſa upon Miracles, 


is is ſufficiently, 2 of being 2 
but, it may be, diſlikes the Way and 
Method propos d, hag yr . diſtruſts 
the Meſſenger, and calls upon him to 
prove the truth of his Miſſion. The 
Meſſenger hereupon exerciſes a Power 
plainly divine, and works ſuch gy 
Miracles, as none can do excepti ing Coo 

be with him, and does thereby aſſure the 
World, that he came from od, 5 

ought to be believ'd ; but having occa- 
ſion, to remove, he tells. his Followers, 
that they muſt by. all means erſevere 
in the Faith they had receiv'd, which 
they had ſeen. eſtabliſh d upon Miracles, 
(uch as —-curing thoſe who were born 
blind, walking upon the Waters, feed- 
ing thouſands of People 49 5 a few 
Loaves, and raiſing the Dead to life. 2: 
gain) ee, den e hat the time 
would come, when falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets. ſhould ariſe, and preach 
up themſelves and their own, Doctrine, 
in oppoſition to, Him and his; and to 
pervert them the ſooner and the ſurer, 
ſhould alſo work. great Miracles, (cure 
the born: blind, walk upon the Seas, 
raiſe the Dead, &c.) Would the fore- 
telling theſe great Mus ſhould be 
OS be cabins, of it ſelf, to wol 
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che credit of chem when they were 
wrought > Would it be h to-fgy 
they muſt be falſe, becfuſe were 
gs 2 I believe you will not think 
And what would be the udgment 
Tow unbiaſs d Man upon ſuch d fore- 
warning, but this? that if Miracles 
give one Man Credit, the like Miracles 
will alſo give another Man the like Cre- 
. he if e ger we 6 Coe 
c are tin 
gens” Fong or the truth of 
ns Dok ppoſitero one another, they 
will give Credit to neither: for tis im- 
e they thoyld boch of them be true. 
Do you than think upon the. whole mat- 
ter, that. when Chriſt foretells of falſe 
Chriſts ariſing, and ſays they ſhall ſhew 
pu Signs * N i he __ 
mall work great and true Miracles, 
as he himſelf had oſten wrought ? 

A. Tbelieve no fuch matter. 
r i Mes 
permit e or e 
to work as -and true Miracles, to 
overthrow the Chriſtian" Faith, as Chriſt _ 
and his Apoſtles rah to plane ad 


propagate it. 
B. But what if he ſhould 3 


to work Miracles in pane = 
ſuch 


_— . 


| "a ere Wee 


— 


— —— cot... 


ach as would-deceive the Skill, the Cau- 
tion, and the beſt Attention, that an ho- | 
— Man could - give and-ſhew, altho 
they were not true and real Miracles > 
A. That, Sir, is all one and the (: 
thing to me ; for that which 1 with all 
my Skill, my Caution, and Attention, 
cannot diſcover to be a Deluſion, and 4 
Deception, will never be ſo to me, but 
will be true and real. Can you tell me; 
what this Lani ich cap an 
B. A Cane. 
4. Then you ktiow it is dot ad Fel: 
If you can tell which is a true and real 
Miracle, you can tell which is an ap- 
pearing One, anda Deluſion, if yo er- 
amine them alike: 1 * equal Exami- 
nation tliey a they will con- 
tinue ſo; till ſome — ay Pooch be made 
. 
take your place again: 
and let me 8 as I Laue 
want to he the Learner; 
B. Away with your Reſpect; if we 
tant find out the truth betwixt us, na 
_ who inſtructs or who learns. 1 
yau- therefore, ate there not dbuti- 
— — ſtrange, and won - 
dertul things — to pes, which 
w# eat} give n ſtratinet Ly: ps >= 
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a "a ſome of which it may pleaſe God to 
to paſs, by which they ſhall endeavour 


west and's Fhing Dragon, ar 


Ste cd. 
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permit Evil Men, or Evil Spirits to bring 


to ſeduce unwary People z 
A. A thouſand, and ten | thouſand, 
without all queſtion :: But I value them 
not at all, if 1 cannot underſtand them 
to be properly Miracles. A Centaur, 


things that were never but if 1 
ſhould chance to ſee a dozen of them 
together, I ſhould reckon it no Mira- 
cle; and yet no living Man, perhaps, 
could give an Account of their Gene- 
ration. Where 1 can ſee no known 
and aſetled Laws of Nature changed, 
ſuſpended, or ſubverted, there I can 
ſee no Miracle; let the Event be ne- 
ver ſo ſtrange, new, and aſtoniſhing, 
The Sun you know, journeys from Eaſt 
to Weſt, that is the Courſe that God 
1 him to run; this I call the 
ſetled Courſe of Nature. Now, in it 
ſelf, it is no greater thing, to journey 
from Weſt to Eaſt, than from Eaſt to 
Weſt; but we ſhould account it a mi- 
raculous thing to ſee him ſtep but ſix 
Paces backwards from Weſt to Eaſt. And 
I think we ſhall never be at any cer- 
tainty, in diſcourſing on theſe _—_— 
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till we make the known, conſtant; © 
ſetled Courſe of Nature, the Rule 


by which we are to judge of Miracles: 


I aſſure you I account the turning Water 


into Wine, ora Wand into a Serpent, a 


reater Miracle, than the walking of a 


uge Mountain for tuo Miles together 


becauſe I knownot what the Power of ſe- | 


veral Cauſes in Nature may be; and great- 
er, than if I ſhould know ſome Spirit threw 
that Mountain two Miles at a' Caſt; 


becauſe I know not what the Force of 
Spirits may be. This hint you gave 
me, as I remember, early, and.I hope 


improve it no farther than I may with 
Reaſan. TSS, of $34.50 . 
B. I think you are right; and by 


theſe means, you need not be troubled 


to account for a World of ſtrange Re- 
lations of moſt marvellous things; for 


they are nothing to the matter in hand, 


if the known Courſe of Nature, and its 
ſetled Laws be not ſubverted or ſuſ- 
pended. | 


A. What uſe would you have me make 


of all this: | 
B. Why, when our Saviour ſays that 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhall 


Wonders—— as you are not to un- 
| | & WS der- 


ariſe, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and 
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derſtand thereby great and-true Miracles 
—— ſo, let them ſhew never ſo great 


Signs and Wonders, and do the moſt 


' aſtoniſhing things that can be thought 
upon , you are not to be ſeduced by 
them, whilſt you perceive no etl 

known, and certain Laws of Nature 
ſuſpended, changed, or ſubverted, by 
them, #. e. whilit you perceive no true 
Miracles wrought by them. I may ſee 
a thouſand Events that amaze me, 


and confound me, but they may not 
be miraculous to me, properly ſpeaking, 


unleſs they come within the Rule before 
ſet down, and thwart the eſtabliſn d 
Courſe of Nature that is known to us. If 
you had ſeen the Angel convey Habbak- 
tut through the Air, and known he was an 


Angel, you would have gazed and won- 
dred mightily, but would not have 


thought the Angel wrought a Miracle, 
becauſe, for ought you knew, the natural 


Powers of Angels were ſuch as would ſuf. 


ice for that, or a greater Purpoſe, But 
if you ſhould fee a Man bear up ano- 
ther Man, and carry him thfough the 
Air, you would; 1 believe, - conclude 
the Action were miraculous, becauſe 


you know, (as well as you know any 


thing) that Man is not endued with 


: "7" * * 
* * aß * 
\ 2 . TY * 
g * 
9 3 — 


' > * 
y oo. | '# 4 . 


* 
2 

* I ++ — 

4 F< 

* . 
A 2 
- . 
* — 
” * 
” 


—— eee 
An Eſſay upon Miracles 101 


any ſuch Powers. We know more of 
true Miracles than of ſtrayge Accidents 
and can, I'imagine, give a better Ac- 
count of them. A | 

A. Well, but to perplex me more, 
we are told, that God to try our Faith, 
and to ſee whether we will forſake a 
Doctrine confirm'd by true undoubted 
Miracles, may permit the Devil or wick- 
ed Men to work true undoubted Mira- 
cles alſo. This, Sir, is maintain'd by 
as learned Men of all Ages, and all 
ſides, as ever lived fuch 

B. Hold, Sir, I entreat you, of all 
love, do not choak me with your great 
Names and Authorities. As much of 
Revelation as you will, and-as much of 
theſe great Men's Reaſon, as you can 
bring: But ſince we have hitherto ſpa- 

red all Names, either with or again(t 
Us, let us go on, without offending ei- 
ther the Dead or the Living, Can you 
bring me an Inſtance, where God did 
ever permit a true undoubted Miracle 
to be wrought, by one that would ſe- 
duce the People from Chriſtianity, on 
purpoſe to try their Faith ? 

A. I know of none; but if theſe Se- 
ducers did at any time work true Mi- 
racles, and would by them ſeduce from 

n Chri- 
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3 Chriſtianity, ; the thing is the ame. 
B. I grant it to be ſomewhat like it. 
And what do they tell us we muſt 
do in ſuch a Caſe as this 2 for, I aſſure 
you, tis a hard one. 

A. Why, they tell us, that as the Jews 
were to reject all Miracles, how great 
ſoever, if the ſcope and intent of thoſe 
who *wrought them, were to carry 
them from the Worſhip of the Only 
true God, to Idolatry—— So are the 

Chriſtians to reject all Miracles, how 
great and true ſoever, if they who 
work them, pretend to contradi the 
- Worſhip of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and che Goſpel he preached among 
Men. The Law of Moſes was the Stan- 
dard by which the Jews were to judg 
of Miracles, and the Goſpel is the 
Standard by which the Chriſtians are 
to judg of the like. 

B. This is but bringing us back a- 

ain, to what we have diſcourſed of 

fore We are it ſeems to zugt 
of Miracles by the Doctrine they woul 

eſtabliſh, and not of the Doctrine by the 
Miracles that would eſtabliſh it; only 
this goes a little farther, and will not 
let us believe upon the Account of 
Miracles, altho' ve allow them to be 
true. | A. wan 
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A. What need was there of any Mi- 
9 at all? 

B. O, take it right. Chriſtianity 
vas to be eſtabliſhd by true undoubt- 
ed Miracles at firſt ; x4 ſo eſtabliſh'd 


by them, that nothing | but the moſt 


perverſe and wicked Creature living, 
could hold out aga ainſt it. And might 
not a Doctrine ſetled thus by Mira- 
cles, be again ventured. to a Miracle? 
Might not a Man be tried even with 
2 Miracle, to ſee if he could depart 
from a Religion thus eſtabliſhed? * 


A. Let us ſpeak plain, Sir, and ask 


another | Queſtion—— Is it poſſible 
for a Man to loſe his certainty of any 
thing, by the ſame means by which 
he got that 0 if it be, then may 
a Man with Chriſtianity, up- 


on the Kere of Miracles, wrought- to 


prove it falſe, as fairly as he took it 
up upon the ſcore of Miracles - that 
were wrought to prove it true. Two 
Miracles can beget no more Certainty 
of the truth of Chriſtianity, than two 


may beget Uncertainty of it, if wrought 


in oppalition to it. I, never durſt, 
for my heart, believe, that God could 
permit true Miracles to be wrought by 
aig one attempting to ſeduce à Soul 
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from Chriſt , when 1 pemoratbeed qhat hat | 
Chriſt's Religion was eſtabliſh'd by true 
Miracks. | 
B. But is not the Cale of the Chriſti- 
ans, the ſame with that of the Jews: 
if x the Jews mult reject true undoubted 
Miracles, that are wrought to draw them 
to Idolatry; muſt not the Chriſtians - 
reject the like Miracles, that are wen 
to draw them to Apoſtacy >» —- © 
A. Yes certainly; but, as I remem- 
ber, you have taught me to ſay, that 
the Jews had nothing to ground this 
Maxim on, but Det. xiii. which you 
ſhewed me, neither did, nor could fop- 
| poſe that God would ſuffer a falſe Pro- 
phet to work true Miracles, to 
the People to Idolatry and 1 have & 
ver ſince been of that Opini ion: So that 
now, I do not ſay, 1 — reject Mira- 
cles that are wrought in Oppoſition 
to the Worſhip of One God bur 
F ay that none ſuch are, or cati 
be wrought, to tempt Men to Id . 
And by the ſame Rule I alſo affirm, that 
no Miracles, true and undoubted ones 
were, or can be wrought to tempt - 
— to Apoſtacy from Chriſt's Religl. 
. And as Devt xiii. will not ſuppory - 


| chi Rule of the Jews, making the . 
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. e Serdar by nch they 


are to judge of Miracles, fo neither 
Will this Pad . +7 St. Marth. XIV. 24. 
nor that il The. ii. 9. bear out the 


the Goſpel of 
our Lord, their Standard: Becauſe at 
this rate, both Law and Goſpel 
the Queſtion in hand, and © 
their own Truth. I do * but 
that both Law and Goſi y ſtand 
upon other bottoms, a bo and 
by other good and certain Proofs ; but 
I fay, that with to Miracles, 


beg the Queſtion in hand, if they 
r rat ptr => du 


racles, becauſe, or if wrought in op» 
poſition to them, ſince they- were firſt 
true undoubted Mira- 
cles. For if you ſhonld tell me to day, 
that ſuch a Propoſition is true, and tell 
me to morrow it is falſe, I ſhould believe 
it neither true nor falſe, your Au- 
thority, but judg as I found Reaſon. 
But pray will you be pleas'd to confi- 
der thoſe words following —— 1 
much bat if it were poſſible they fbould = 
decebve the very Eleft. 
B: 1 confider, that our Lord relates 
the matters of this Chapter, to his DiC- 
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, tious, of; being deceiv d by theſe: falſe 


Chriſts and falſe rage a who "ſhew 
reat Signs.and Wonders. I infer there- 
fore from hence, that theſe great Signs 


and Wonders, muſt be of ſuch a Nature, 


as that they may be diſcovered and di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the Elect, from thoſe true 
mighty Miracles that were wrought by 


_ Chriſt, in favour of the Goſpel, ſo that 


if they ſhall uſe their utmoſt Care, and 
Diligence, and Skill, they ſhall not be 
deceived by them. Why did our Sa- 


hy viour otherwiſe , forewarn his Diſciples 


of theſe: Signs and Wonders, and bid 


them beware of thoſe. that wrought 
them? This had been to no Purpoſe, if 


with their utmoſt Care, Diligence, and 
Skill, they could not_have diſtinguiſh'd 
theſe falſe Chriſts, and their Wonders, 
cle the true Chriſt, „and his Mira- 

es 
4. But might they not have been de- 


2 ceiv d, had they not been the Elect > 


B. The Ele are here, converted Chri- 


ſtians, and ſuch as had been ſo for ſome 
time, and were now rooted and eſta- 


bliſn' c in the Faith. And the meaning 
is, that without all Care, and Attenti- 


on, and the Uſe and Exerciſe of their 
Faculties, the very oldeſt and the 1 
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ſt Chriſtians might be ſeduced by theſe | © 
pretended Chriſts and Prophets, who 


would make ſuch uſe' of the Signs and 
Wonders that ſhould go before the De- 
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ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and play ſo ma- 


ny Tricks of their own, and be fo 
confident in their -Boaſtings, that it 
would ſtagger a modeſt and diſtruſtful 
Man, to fee and conſider them. They 
muſt therefore beware, examine things, 
and ſtand upon their guard: For the 


Underſtanding and the Senſes of good 


Men, are no better than thoſe of their 


Neighbours ; the Elec may be as ſoon 


cheated as other People, if they will 
not look after themſelves. I take theſe 
Words to be a gaod Proof, that by Signs 
and Wonders, we are not to underſtand 
true undoubted Miracles , for there'is 
no way of guarding againſt true un- 
doubted Miracles ; they carry all before 
them, when once we are convinced that 
they are true. r . 
A. Be pleaſed then, to make as fair 
a riddance of the difficulties that ſeem 
to ariſe from that Paſſage of St. Paul, ii. 
Theff. ii. 9 —— Even him whoſe Coming is 
after the working of Satan, with all Pow- 
er, and Signs, and lying Wonders; and 
I ſhall be entirely fatistied. © 

I: | B. This 
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W 4 This is a Deſcription. of the. Co- 
ming of Antichriſt ,, and tells us that 
Satan __ 5 ou time wa 1 pow- 
erfully and ſubtilly, as poſlibly he can, 
to = Au * Men from Ciriſtianity, 
and make them believe a Lye. -. 

A. What do lying Wonders ſignify: _ 
B. Either Tricks of Slight, and ap- 
pearing Wonders, or Miracles that are 
to by Tappore a Lye, and falſe Doctrine; 

Words may import both theſe Sen- 
9 if the Critical Men may be truſt- 
ed; but I rather truſt 10 cur Tranſh- 
tors „ Who have rendred it lying 
Wonders, i. e. falſe and geceitful Ticks 
things that m may make us wonder, till 
we examine and diſcover them. I will 
not deny but that r may foreſee 
: Events that lye hid in their Na- 
— Cauſes, which are concealed from 
Us, but not from Them; becauſe I do 
not know the extent of their intellectu- 
al Powers : and from this foreſight, 
they may diſcover to Men a great ma- 
ny Secrets, who may, upon this Intima- 
tion, preſage natably. I | will 26 den Bet 
them to be Creatures of great for 
ſubtlety, and able to do a world of * afto- 
* - niſhing things, and able alſo to aſſiſt Men 
to the performing many great and mar- 


vellous 8 
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vettous Works. I know but little © of theſe 
Beings, and the leſs I know, the lefs I am 
able to deny their Power to do ſo and 
ſo. But ſince it hath pleaſed God, to 

| ſend his Son into the World, to reveal 
his Will, and to ſhew to us the way to 
Happineſs and in order to our — þ 
and being perſwaded by Him, to 
Him the? Power of working 
cannot ſee how he ſhould gain his 
point, upon our hearts, if the Power of 
working Miracles, were common to 
any Being elſe with Him; and heſhould 
faffer Evil Spirits and Evil Men to work 
true Miracles, in contradiction to ſuch 
Doctrine, as Chriſt himſelf built and 
rr ye d _- true 3 J under- 
and, as as can Seriptures 
= tell me Chriſt did really work 
ty Miracles ; and I underſtand, as 
wel thoſe Paſſages that tell me, he 
wrought them to gain behef and credit 
with Mankind. But 1 do not under- 
ſtand half ſo well, ſome Paſſages that ſeem 
to fay that wicked Spirits and wicked 
Men, 'may alſo work great Miracles, in 
contradiction of Chriſt's Religion. Shall 
| therefore give up what 1 4 underſtand, 


for whatI do wot 2 Shall! part with Pre- 


miſes from whence | conclude my 3 
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thing, if every Man living h 
mitted to work them, whenever he plea- 


of Chriſt's Doarine is reaſonable and 
— and take up an Opinion that de- 
oys thoſe Premiſes, ſince I am not able 


to reconcile them? I think that clear 


Places are to interpret obſcure ones, ra- 


ther than that obſcure ones ſhould: per- 


plex the clear. It may be, you may 
think, that this is rather cutting than 


_ untying Knots. I will ſay in ſhort, that 
had it not pleaſed God to build, and 


eſtabliſh the . — Truths of his Son 
Jeſus upon Miracles, it had * no- 
been per- 


ſed: But ſince he hath uſed and appoint- 
ed them as the means of Conviction, 


in matters of the greateſt moment, I 


cannot but wonder at the unaccounta 
Eaſineſs of Chriſtians, in believing they 
may be wrought by every wanton or ma- 


licious Spirit. 


A. But what would you have people 
do, when the Scriptures ſeem to counte- 


- nance ſuch an Opinion: 


B. The Scriptures ſhall not only fon to 


countenance ſueh an Opinion, but they 


mall ſay it downright, before I believe it. 
Shall the Scriptures tell me, that -Jeſas 
proved himſelf the Chriſt, the Hol = 

of God, by Miracles: And. fb 
— 
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own Authority. And for this cauſe, 1 
will underſtand this Paſſage to the Theſ- 
ſaloxians, in any other ſenſe, than ſuch a 


one as would defeat the whole purpoſe 


of the Goſpel. For, if by lying Wonders 


we muſt mean true Miracles, then ſhall 


Antichriſt do as much for the ſupport of 


a Lye, and Wickedneſs, as the true Chriſt 
did for Truth and Virtue, nay” he ſhall: 


do the very ſame. us 
A. No, the Miracles of falle Chriſts 


and falſe prophets ſnall not be ſo great, 


nor-many, as thoſe of our Lord. 


B. Who told you ſo? Or what ſn. 


have you to think ſoz Will they differ 
in kind, or in degree and meaſure? I 


have, before, given you my Opinion, 
touching the greatneſs and the multitude 


of Miracles, and will not repeat it here: 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that much muſt not 


be built on thoſe, Diſtinctions of greater 


2nd nb more and fewer,” for they will 


not 


7 5 of oy © * _ 


* Ely upon Miratless 111 ; 


Seriptures alſo tell me, that Devils ob 
Wicked Men ſhall work Miracles to prove 
that Jeſus was not Chriſt; nor ſent of 
God ? Who will believe it? They do 
moſt ' honour; and moſt right, to the 
Scriptures, who clear them beſt. from 
Contradictions and Abſurdities, and Con- 
ſequences: that would overthrow their 
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ſuppoſe ſuppoſe that L.. = 
Ne Goſpel ed 


Law? 


. fake) i is 


__ truer than the 


elire it, . account, 7 
it might pleaſe God to work Miracles by 
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As far what you ſ⸗ 
ty whom all the 


gave beed: Tow! the, leaſt to the 
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grate, a aying ,' this Man is the treat = 
Power of God I verily believe he 
wtought no ws Miracles ; 7 Ferdl e he 
was himiſelf convetted and vaptirx d, and 
continued with Philip, aud 3 bes 
hilding the Miracles and Signs which were. 
dun. Acts viii. 13. And | think if he 
cbuld have wrought Miracles | himſelf, 
before he became a Chriſtian, Miracles 
would not have converted him to Chri- 
ſtianity, nor would he have ſo wondred 
at Philip who wrought them. As for 
the many Stories related of his great 
F take leave to ſuſpend, altho' they 
would not prejudice the Cauſe I take in 
hand, tho allow'd as true, as other hi- 
ſtorical Natrations of that kind are. 
A. You would have me, then, upon 
the whole matter believe, that ſince 
Chriſt actually wrought m eld) and Miru- 
cles, (as was forereld he ſhonld ) 
ſince Ne faid himſelf, that the oh 10 
which he wrought them was, to gain 
Belief and Credit with the World 
that neither Men nor Devils can work 
true Miracles in contradiction to the 
Goſpel. You * not have me deny 
that Spiri f 


things, that are — in their Natural 
. Cauſes; 
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Cauſes, not lay they cannot do m 5 

ſtrange and aſtoniſhing things, nor mt 
Men. in the performance of amazing 
| 22 You would not have me 


Ka to 1 — 3 noe long ak N | 


true Miracles, when the W. 
1 from the Worſhip One God, or 
bring them to * . . 
nity. This, I think, is what you would 
have me int on, becauſe 6:7 ſay, that 
Miracles are the Foundation, upon which . 
it has. pleaſed God to build and eſtabliſh 
the Religion taught by his Son Jeſus 
Chrif :..And that ſince theſe things ap- 
pear Pig £ thro 25 the whole new Te- 
. all Contradiction, you 
would not lte m me depart from the Be- 
lief of them, altho there may be ſome. 
fot ſſages in the ſame New Teſtament, 
CE to ſay, that Evil Spirits, or 
Evil Men, : ſhould * time to come, en- 
deauour to ſubvert the truth of tlie Goſ- 
pel, and to that purpoſe, ſhould be ena- 
bled, or permitted to work true Mira - 
cles: This Senſe of thoſe few 1 9 
you would, by no means have me ad- 
mit, becauſe, ; you think, it it conliſts not. 
wirli che other Scriptures, nor with 
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ble And tho t may not be able to ſay, 


what is the certain and determinate Senſe 


of them, yet 1 may well affirm that that 
is. not their Senſe, which would make 


the Miracles of Chriſt of none eſſect. 
And whatever notable Stories are told of 
Simon Magus, or other Enemies of Chriſt, 


7ou think they can none of them prove 
ſufficiently, that true Miracles were ever 
wrougfit by any One, that intended by 
them to overthrow the Goſpel of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt This, I believe, is 


the Sum of what you have endeavour'd 
at large to inform me of: For which I 
thank you heartily : But yet I muſt de- 
fire to trouble you a little farther. Sup 
poſe 1 yield, chat neither Evil Men, nor 
Evil Spirits, ſhall ever be permitted 2 
do any true Miracles, in direct 


on to dhe Goſpel of Chriſt : Yerhov ar . 
to | 
Truth of any Meſſenger or Prophet of 


Miracles'a proper way of atteſting 


hen rpms when F have been gore 
wrought, in all Ages, by Men 

were no Prophets, nor pretended to come 
from God? What muſt I do with all the 
Miracles that were W 
before the Coming 
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. Whatever God} 15. 577 to 7 
| 9555 for wiſe Ends and. Purpoſes, but 4 
does not always diſcover them to. Men. 
When he works Miracles without decla- 
dg his Purpoſe, bis Purpoſe is effec 
tho we know it not; and when hework 
them, and declares * end for Which. h | 
works them, they alſo attain their End, 
and, we know it. God Sorks ſome Mi- . 
5 -we know not why, but be does; 
| nd. fome he works, and tells us it is t 
Vaal credit to them by whorn he works 
9 and for thoſe works ſake, we do 
credit to thoſe Meſlepgers., 
of it, could therefore ſee a, Man 
k many. Miracles, without knowing 
ene from him, that God gives him 
that Power, in order to gain him Credit, 
d that he may be believed in "what he 
oy ays, Inced not x egard him; or believe 
buy, norwithſlatdng his! Working Mi- 
racles. 
B. You muft att Would re egard; a Man, 
: that ſhoald work Miracles ; Tat whether 
he faid much'or little,” you would ſtrong- 
G ly Fringe ro believe him; becauſe, be 
| ng that none can work Miracles, EX; 
Zan God be 111 him, you $ould 
20 to believe him fe Rt 
with whom he Entree that great 80 
er, 


4 w 


&, and confers, "hank — Perſon . 
 worthy:Credit ; bat I agree wich you, - 
th * are unde 6bligatian. of N 
believe i | Say 2a Man 
(ay, ny works Miracles, withour 
chring be is ſent of God, and 
you, that God has given him that mira- 


dculqus Per. in of er to obtain 


wh, * 
think it chen necelſar WY 
e 2 
yy oo O08, far am lach and ſuch P a | 
is ae Pye, E 
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IE to prevent 8 bk , 
| be made of e. Miracles, which it 
ae God to work now and then, we 
know not why, and by 9 5 or Inſtru- 
ents 8 knew nothing oflung of. the matter, 
e W And: dee! 

Y, ob 15 lerye and remember continually, 
pa, Moſes and Jeſus Cbriſt, delivered the 
ang general, purpoſe of their Meſ- 
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atteſt that they'-were ſent of God: and 
Were to be believed: Thus ' Moſer told 
the King and Court of AÆgypt, 'Exod. iv. 
2 23. Thus ſaith the Lor 1 
Son, ebe my-firſt borw, and I fay nth ths, : 
bet my — go, that he. pas me, and 
 thow refuſe to let himgy, i Iwill Jlay thy 
| Son even thy ff. lern. | This was his Ex- 

rand, this his End; Upon delivering this 
Mellage, — Gedi Moſes and Aaron, 


vii; 9; that Pharaoh ſhould ſay to them — 


Sbew a Miracle for | Tow, i. e. thew me 
- ſome convincing” Token that you come 
from God, upon this Errand - then - 
dbos ſhalt ſay. is Auron, take thy Rod, und, 
caft-it before Pharaoh, „ oi Faw ' Become. 

a Serpent. This was à fairer 4 
much than it would have deen, to 
wrought his Miracle firſt,” and Raves 
have made uſe of its Authority to gain 
belief to what he ſhould 'afterwards deli - 
ver; becauſe, perhaps, this Miracle might 
lave been accidental, and then ĩt need not 
have been thought wrought to give him 
creqit; and the King might have replied 
—— You only 'take the Advantage of 
this ſtrange Event or Tranſmutation, and 
think to recommend you fe ſelf to Us, on 
its account; how does this prove vo 
came from God? — your bare 


word 
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word for it: Had you firſt ſkid you came 
from God, and to convince me of it, trad 
told me God would Work a Miracle, to 


Vitneſs your Commiſſion; this NIiraele | 


| had been a Seal of ir; but now may as 


well rs you take occaſion from — 


. — — 
ſion from God upon at rand. x; of nil 


our Lord Jens. The firſt time of his 
publick maniſeſtation, when he entred 
on his Office=—— He Began to preach 


and to ſay, Rept er pte dom of Hea- | 
el. And 
went about all Galilee, 
uey, and pre —_ 


ven is at — — 

Kepent ye the 
Matth. 2 23. Jeſus 

reaching in their Synag 

the Goſpel of the Kingdom ;1 and beali 

manner of Sickneſs, 2 ag manner ＋ 

among the People. He firſt declared 


the purpole of his coming, and laid down 
his Pretences in the gegend, and then 


convinced them by Miracles, He was the 
Perſon he faid he was,” and was to be be- 
lieved. — rn that he tool this 


Courſe on occafion he 


found we Mithele, but that he 
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dafs nes And thus it was with 
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took it at his firſt ſetting out, which wes. 


the faireſt way: that he could take. 


A. I had not obſerved this, anova. 


before this time; but the more I think 


on it, the more [like i ib becauſe (as you 


obſervd) it prevents and excludes all 


manner of Abuſes, and undue. Advanta-./ 
ges, that crafty, and pretending People, 
might make of accidental Mireciey,: or, 
if von will, providential one. 

B. it mi ht be allowed me, bie 
fain diſtinguiſn all Miracles into Provi- 
dential, — Ewigential ones; thoſe 


ſhould be Evidential ones, which God 
enables Men to work in order to gain 


belief, and which they know before-hand, 
they ſhall work ; theſe are ſuch Miracles 
as Moſes and our Saviour wrought, and 
other Prophets, and ſuch as we have all 
along been ſpeaking af. And thoſe Pro: 
videutial ones, Which are wrought,' we 


know not certainly why , neither did 


the Inſtruments that wrought - them, 
oli any thing of them, before they 
were actually 0 doge, -as I before aid. 

B. But nr do — ſay to my velli⸗ 
wrought, as wp: ; by. 
Heathens, both before the daysof Chuilt; 
and — Would you have me believe 


they were wrought indeed? ang if . 


: * LY 
\ 1-04? 7 
77 ' * * * 4 
4. xs. e 
g * 3 ö * 
. 


K — «+ mn 4 £ 4 
er 
* 4 1 25 \ . * 


4 


An Z — 121 


— 


hat muſt 1 think they : 
for 2. ſince ſome of them were: wrought 

by very wicked deny Rona intend q 

no Pc 

. You bende inks; if in . 

to theſe Queſtions, I fhall repeat ſomes 
what of what: I have faid before. Aud 

Arſtz it is very -probable, that God hath: 

in- all Ages wrought ſome Miracles; 
without regard to bearing Teſtimony 

to any — VaS: or Meſſen 
ger; but meerly to- atteit his Provi - 
dence, his Care, Protection, and Govern 
ment of tho World. When Natural Can · 
ſes ſtill their Natural Effects, 
according to the ſetled and eſtabliſn d 
Laws of the Creation; Tongs — 


their Inclinations und Defires, accord 5 | 


pales; and Cither reaforulictly, — 
nd are too often ra ev from ig 


N allto ſecond Cauſe. This is not ri 
4k Reaſoning, you 
7 and R 


den Were, 


know; but C 
ity, — —n 
appear | like Fare and 
without any — 
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tion oy the Will or- Underſtanding, of whe 
And therefore God ſometimes 
ſees fi to produce ſome ſtrange, unuſu · 
al, and unnatural ery that ſhall aſto 
niſn the Beholders, and thereby draw 
them to Attention and Conſideration 
and, as it were, awaken them from their 
Stupidity 1 Dulneſs, and cauſe them 
to — Eyes and Thoughts to God, 
in Aumiration, Praiſe, and Adoration! of 
the Author of ſuch mighty Works. S 
that this alone may be a ſufficient ac- 
count of many. Miracles, that have hap- 
pen d in the World; chat they atteſt to 
God's Providence, and keep up the Senſe 
of his Being, Power, and Goodneſꝭ in 
Peoples Hearts. Secondly, it may pleaſe 
God ſometimes to g — 
ly for the Benefit of ſorne particu 
ſons „without any Reſpect bad to the 
Confirmation wc any Truth, or Meſſage. 
It is in his Nature to be merciful and 
to all his Creatures, and there are 
many Caſes that may — — that may 
call for a miraculous and ſtrange Aſſiſt- 
ance at his hands; not that can properly 
deſerve ſuch favour from him, but ſuck 
as He, in pity, may fee fit to relieve in 
2 miraculous manner, Lee, as yet, no 
Reaſon to diſtruſt. 1. the Relations of 
| ele 


Providential Miracles, 
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chele ſort of Miracles, whete'# hls plea- 
ſed God to reſcue Innocence, and ſave 
the Oppreſſed, and cure the afflicted non 
diſeaſed, by means' and methods 
mitacuſous. It is not to be t ov 
that all theſe Hiſtories of ſuch ſtrang 
— and Cures ted by t 
Heathens, are meer lies and Fictions, 
Atho no doubt, but too too many of 
them are. God who is Lord and King 
df all the World, hath not fo tyed him 
ſelf to either Jew or Chilla but this 
aides hath, ſtill — * always will 
6 to the 
| Wonders for, and with them ; and 
eder there is no need of denying 
Miracles to have been wrought among 
che Heathens. ” Theſe I ——m.üͤ— them 
but they ſignify 
Tru, to the confirmation of any other 
CO that there is a Good, a 
ful, and Powerful God, that govern- 
orld, and loveth Mankind. 


ae — 
But granting this, yet | 
we ſay to Miracles ſaid to be. wrought * 

and by the Heathens, even af- 
of Jeſs Chriſt, when 
r do miſchief“ , 


ter the 
they mY. | 
B. I 


— 


finds occaſion, work 


what ſhall * 
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1 been do not ſee, why God Laender 
ourable to Heathens, even. alter 
Chriſt's coming, and, by permittting Mir 


racles to be now and then ,wrought, 1 


up the Senſe of his being, Foun 
Goodneſs. among them: 


theſe Miracles, would my poder Fas * 


ftom entertaining the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
by 9 9 hea an Anſwer to the Chi 
ſtian Preachers and Apoſlles, e 

that they had alſo Miracles y 

mong them e TE 

were eee 5 


obſerve to you, _ upon, IES 
On, * hat mo iracles 
— 4 Rena, S 
wr among. e Hea 
15 ae Four 5 da 7 Fa before 
them; whuch is a ſort of Evidence to the 
reuth of Chriſt's Miracles, 4 Confirms: 
rion I mean of rhe truth of the matter matter 
fact, that Miracles were. wrought by Chri 
as a Confirmation that Chriſtiags init» 
ed much upon that a to Wore 
their Ae this it was that 
a o- 
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dhe eunninger ſort of Gentiles 
5 e ſpread abroad among the Vulgar, that 
her People wrought Miracles, as well 
2 Chriſt, and Chriſtians; and therefore 
ar the pretence of Miracles, was not 
cient to withdraw them from their 
Ahtient, Univerſal Worſhip of many 
Gods, They could not deny that Chriſt, 
and Chriſtians wrought both: great and 
many Miracles, nor could they deny the 
ri force of ſuch an Argument, un- 
leis they could oppoſe Miracles hy 
by their ow I People, to the Miracles of 
riſt and Chriſtians; for then they 
muſt ſignify nothing on either ſide, or 
25 much on Farms as on the Chriſtian 
ſide. And therefore the Temptation to 
invent a great many ſtrange Stories, was 
2 great for them to withſtand, and 
fell into it. And therefore, as I 
fa there is a great deal more to do a- 
bout Miracles, among the Heathen, ſince 
che days of Chriſt, than before. 71 
4. Bar if the Chriſtians had — 
Miracles were and might ſtill be wrougit 
by and among the Heathens ; had ro | 
not. wanted an_ Anſwer, if the Heathen 
ſhould have ſaid —— You ſay we muſt 
believe the Chriſtian Doctrine upon the 
ſtore & Miracles wrought by: Chriſti- 
ans; 
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126 An Eſſay upon Miracles 
dans; We ſay'we may continue Heathens | 
ſtil, ſince Miracles have been, and are; 
and may be ftill wrought, by and a- 
maong the Heathens; what would a Chri- 


281 


ſtian have had to reply to this e 
* B. AChriſtian might have fad 
q J do not ſay that the Doctrine of Chriſt 

© is true, becauſe it has pleaſed God to 
3 

| 


work Miracles by, and among Chri- 
© ſtians ; for then | could nor ſay, the 
© Gentile Worſhip it falſe, ' ſince I allow 
8 te that it hath pleaſed God, to work Mi- 
| © racles alſo 37, and among tHe Gentiles": 
$ ' © But this T ſay, that the Doctrine of 
. © Chriſt is true, becauſe he ſaid he came 
il from God, and was to teach his Will, 
ih and, in confirmation of, the truth” of 
| is coming from God, and of what he 
iy * ſhould deliver, he ſaid he had Power to 
4 work great and many Miracles, and he 
| < did- accordingly "work: great and many 
a Miracles. And I fay, moreover, that the 
| * Gentile: Theology, and way of Worſhip; 
| are not built on, or ſupported by, the 
Miracles tliat have been wrouglit by and 
3 and among the Gentiles, becauſe they, 
| | who wrought them, pretended not to 
| de ſent of God, nor came to ſet up 
© any particular way of Worſhip, nor 
* knew that they ſhould be able to work 
* any Miracles, nor affirmed at any time, 
upon 
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y” the credit of _ thoſe Miracles, 
% that Chriltariey was not the true Re- 
* ligion. .. All this, I think, a Chriſtian - 
would, or might have faid ; at leaſt, I. 
venture now to lay it down, as the ſureſt 
and moſt reaſonable way of defending 
Chriſtianity againſt all Exceptions, I. 
meas as far as the Argument of Miracles 
is concern'd to defend it, which I confeſs, 
goes N with me. r 
A. Lou make no great account then, 
it ſhould ſeem, of many wonderful things 
paſs d among the Heathens, becauſe you 
ſay they were Providential Miracles, not 
Evidential ones. But what will you fay 
to the Blind and the Lame that were 
both of them healed by Veſpaſian the Em- 
ror, as Suetonius and Tacitus relate 
the matter, both of them Men of great 
Credit. Theſe two People came, you 
©* know, to Veſpaſian, and told him, the 
* God Serapis had ſhewed them, in their 
*Sleep, that He might reſtore Sight to 
© the Blind, by ſpitting on him, and feet 
to the Lame, if he would but touch 
© him with his Foot.  Yeſpafian believed 
„nothing of the matter, and therefore 
* durſt not ſo much as try; but being 
* encouraged-by thoſe who,ſipod about 
him, he at Jaſt, attempted , fg, ac 
16. ppg the 
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128 4n Eſſay upon Miracles. 
the Succeſs that had been foretoldl. 
What ſay you to this? F 
B. Why, I fay to it, frft, that it looks 
as if it had been, in part, tranſcribed from 
Mark viii. 23. and othet Places, where 


Our Saviour ufes the fame Actions in cu- 


ting the blind Secondly, It appeats an 
Artifice of Yeſpaſtan's Friends and Fol- 
lowers,to raiſe his Credit with the World: 
Suetonius ſays, he was ſo obſcure, and roſe 
to be a Prince ſo unexpectedly, that he 
wanted. Majeſty, and ſomething to give 
him Authority with Mankind, and that 
this Accident did very luckily do it : It 
looks ſuſpiciouſly, that he ſhould be im- 
portun d by his Followers to do what he 
was aſham'd himſelf to attempt; it looks 
as if the matter had been laid by his 
Friends, and that they would warrant tlie 
Succeſs. But, thirdly, believing the whole 

Relation upon the Credit of ſo good au- 
thors, I ſay it affects not the Cauſe in hagg; 
Veſpaſian according to the Forms preſcri- 


bed, was inſtrumental in teſtoring a Blind 


and Lame Man; He was ſo far from 


knowing himſelf endu'd with any ſuch 


Power, that he did not believe it, when 
told him from Serapis ; He durſt not fa 
much as try to follow the Forms preſcri- 
bed him to perform theſe Works; he pre- 


tended 
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rendea to eſtabliſh no Truth, or way of | 
Divine Worſhip, when lie had actual per- 


formed them; in a word, he made no 
Conſequences, nor deſired any to be made; 


but that which would naturally follow, 
that the People ſhould hold the Man in 
great honour, who was ſo favour'd of the 


Supreme Power, or (in their Language) 


of the Gods. Do you not plainly per- 


ceive that this was a Providential Miracle, 
that God was pleaſed to work by Yeſpa- 


an, without any Knowledge of, or Pre- 


tences to luck Power, beforehand, and 
without any Inferences drawn from the 
exerciſe of it, afterwards ? 

A. [ acknowledge what you intimate, 
that the truth of Chriſtianity is not pre- 
judiced, nor the Miracles of Chriſt diſ- 
graced, by any ſuch  Providential Mira- 
cles wrought by and among the Gentiles, 
Bur, ſure, the "Worlip of Serapis, would 
by ſuch an accidental Advantage be 
ſtrangely encouraged; and how will that 
conſiſt with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, who has the Abominations of 
rae Gentiles in ſuch abhorrence 2 

B. I did not undertake to account for 
all the Permiſſions of Providence: You 
may la 5 this difficulty down, if you 
Wee or one . why. you — 
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not believe this Relation; but my Buſi- 
neſs is to ſhew, that ſuppoſing it to be 
true, it makes nothing againſt Chriſt's 
Miracles. However, I ſay, that no Mi- 
racle could, well be wrought in a Coun- 
try given up to Idolatry, but it might 
ſerve to confirm them in their Miſtakes, 
ſome way or other, by a falſe Applica- 
tion; and it is not an uncommon thing, 
to find the Gentiles attributing theſe ſort 
of Viſions, and ſalutary Admonitions, to 
Serapis, [/is, and others, (according. to 
the Country, and the Deities they wor- 
ſhipped) which yet might well proceed 
from the true God, the Father of Spirits. 
But this is not much to our prefent pur- 
8 | Pn SR 
A. But pray, what ſhall we do with 
Apollonius Jyanæus ? The accounts of that 
Man's wonderful Works, they ſay, are 
ſtrange and ſurprizing; and he is, you 
know, often compar d with Chriſt Jeſus. 

B. Youſay true: Great things are ſaid 
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of that Man; and Hierocles, who was 


himfelf a conſiderable Man, compar'd 
him to Chriſt, . and wrote a Book to that 
purpoſe ; which Euſebius anſwered ; and 

he who reads Philaſtratuss Life of him, 
will find cauſe to believe that he had read 
the New Teſtament, and nap par 

8 Ionius 
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lonius ſhould be very like Chriſt. But Phi. 
loſtratus wants Vouchers very much, and 


his Hiſtoty' is ſo written, that I dare truſt 


any fair ingenuous Heathen with it, and 
make him Judg whether the Life and Mi- 
racles of Apollonius be to be compared 
with the Life and Miracles of Chri/#. But 
this is not the thing in hand; let Philaſtra- 
ſtus's Credit be, in this caſe, good. Let 
it be granted that Apollonius wrought Mi- 
racles, what will follow 2 that Apollanius 8 
Religion is true? What was it? Where is 
it to be found? Give us an Account of 
the Theology he taught, and deſign d to 
plant and propagate. No ſuch thing ap- 
pears, even in Philoſtratus ; He was 4 


ſtrict Diſciple of Pythagoras, and altoge- 


ther favour'd that Set: But did he ever 


tell the World, that they muſt all of them 


follow Pythagoras ? Was that the way, in- 
deed, of any of the antient Philoſophers ? 
They made to themſelves Parties, and 
gain'd Proſelytes, and had certain Opini- 


ons peculiar to their Set, which they 


maintain d themſelves, and would Have 
others alſo embrace; bur they ſtill appli- 
ed to Men of Learning, arid reſorted to 
the Publick Schools. Do you find any of 
them-preaching to the Commoii People, 


and telling them, that unleſs they change 
| K 2 their 
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132 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 

their Opinions, and. follow Pythagoras, 

Zeno, Epicurus, or | ſuch like, the Gods 

will never favour them, nor bleſs them? 

This was not their way, nor the way 

of Apollonius ; He went up and down in 

a ſtrange Habit, and (as he had occaſion) 

he corrected People's Errors, and blamed 

N their vicious Practices; and ſaid many 
good and wiſe things; and talked to great 

| Princes with a Freedom that became a 

1 true Philoſopher, that valued not the 

World, and all it could offer; but he ſet 

up for no Religion, he amended the Ce- 
remonies of ſeveral People, but he left. 

them, otherwiſe, in the way he found 

them. He ſacrific d himſelf to Jupiter, 

to Hercules, to the Sun, and other Deities 
according to the Places he came to, tho 
not with any living Creatures, for that 
Was 0 N his Maſter's Rule, to ſhed 
the Blood of any living Creature ; and 
if you will believe Philoſtratus, he 
wrought many Miracles, ſome conſider- 
able ones, others very poor ones; but 
he valued himſelf nothing upon their 
account, but attributed them all to God, 
and ſays no more, than that ſo many 
People as were the Subjects of his Mi- 
racles, were benefited by him: He 
wrought none of them to teſtify that a- 
5 | ny 
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ny God had ſent him; and he drew no 
Conſequences in favour of any thing he 
had ſaid, from any thing he had done; 
he called not on his Works to prove the 
truth of his Miſſion, or his Doctrine; 
and is it not pretty ſtrange, that People 
ſhould attribute more to a Man upon the 
account. of his Miracles, than he him- 
ſelf aſſumes? Is it Modeſty in ſuch a 
Caſe, not to own you came from God, 
with Commiſſion to declare his Will, 
and with a Power that will teſtify to that 
Commiſſion, when indeed you are ſent 
of God, and are intruſted with that Pow- 
er ? Is it not rather to be wanting to 
your Duty? I wonder much to ſee Men 
make more of Apollonius than he made 
of himſelf. A Philoſopher is to be mo- 
deſt; but a Prophet or Meſſenger from 
God is to be faithful to his truſt, to tell 
his Errand, and to bring his Vouchers; 
he that comes from God, muſt ſay ſo, 
and muſt prove it. This was the way 
that Moſes and our Saviour took: Let 
them ſnewy us Agollonius making theſe 
Pretences, and confirming them by Mi- 
racles; let us ſee what ſort of Divine 
Warſhip he eſtabliſhes, in oppoſition to 
what was before in the World; or laſt- 
ly, let us hear if he ſpeaks a Word. in 
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Oppoſition to Chriſt's Religion, which 
was then planted, and had taken root 
in many places whether Apollonius came. 
You ſee l allow as much to Apollouius as 
his Hiſtorian gives me leave; and yet 
Chriſtianity ſhall receive no Prejudice: His 
Miracles will neither eſtabliſh his own 


Religion, nor ſubvert the Religion of 


Chriſt, for they were wrought for nei- 


ther of thoſe purpoſes : And ſo I will 


take my leave of him, when I have ob- 


ſerv'd, that nothing ſo ill becomes the 
mouth of a Deiſt, as reproaching to 


Chriſtians the Miracles of Apollonius; 
for if they are true, and tobe built upon, 
it is not Deiſm, but Polytheiſm is eſtabliſh- 
ed, for he ſacrificed, in his way, to the 
Gods all round, as their Temples occur'd 


to him. As to the laſt Branch of your 


Queſtion, what you muſt ſay to Mira- 
cles. that are faid to. be: wrought by very 


picked Men, I have already told you, 


you muſt not much mind the Inſtrument 
that God uſes, for he ſees good reaſon 


ſometimes to pſe bad ones; Balaam pro- 


heſies, and Caiapbas propheſies, with- 
— the Spirit of a hero and Judas 
was an Apoſtle, and was ſent by Chriſt 
among the reſt, to preach the Goſpel, 
care ciſcaſes, and work Mjracley. ' Ang 
; N 2 - 
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our Saviour will fay to ſome at the laſt 
day, who have wrought 'Miracles, and 
done great things and mighty Works i» 
his Name, aud by his Power, I know you 
not, depart from me, ye workers of Iniqui- 
- ty. And therefore the Concluſion is not 
infallible, ſuch a One wrought great Mi- 
racles, and 'was therefore a moſt holy, 
righteous Perſon ; for God may exerciſe 
his Power, and convey his Favours to 
other . People, by Means and Inſtruments 
unworthy (to our thinking) ſuch Em- 
ployment. OE 
A. But tho the People need not all be 
good and holy, by whom God works 
Miracles, yet ſure the Religion they pro- 
feſs muſt needs be true. en 
B. Then have we been talking all this 
while to no purpoſe. Why, Friend of 
mine, the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, is 
not true, only becauſe Miracles have 
been, are, and may be, wrought by and 
among Chriſtians. For, by that Argu- 
ment, all the Religions that ever were 
in the World muſt be true, unleſs we can 
diſprove all the Hiſtories and Accounts 
that have been given ys, and ſay, that 
no Relations but thoſe in the Scriptures 
are true; a task I would not have you 
undertake. But I fee your Drift; tell, 
| K 4 there- 
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* therefore, thoſe conſident Boaſters of Mi- 

9 racles, that Suetonius and C. Tacitus are 
much more credible Authors, than a 
thouſand of their Legendary Writers; 

and that if the Popiſh Religion be there- 
fore true, (as diſtinguiſh'd from the Re- 
formed one) becauſe that Miracles are 
vrought by Papiſts, ſo was Veſpaſian s 

IS Religion true, becauſe he cur d the Lame 

1 and Blind. Tell them PhiloBratus's Life 

. of Apollenius is a true Hiſtory, compar d 

with the Lives of a hundred of their 
Saints; and that if Popery be true, be- 
cauſe theſe Saints liv'd and dy d in the 

Proſeſſion of it, who yet wrought Mi- 

fracles then may we offer Sacrifice 

to Hercules, to Jouve, and to Apollo, be- 
cauſe Apollonius did ſo, and yet wrought 
Miracles. I will not be ſlow to ſay, that 
the Miracles of the One, are full as cre- 
dible as thoſe of the other, and have 

really done Chriſtianity as little harm, 

when believ'd. But of this matter you 
may ſee 2 in all our Exgliſb Wri- 
ters. Say only to theſe People; Lay 
down the Doctrines beforehand, which 
you tell us are neceſſary to be believed, 
as parts of the Chriſtian Religion, (and 
not believed by the Reformed Churches) 

_ ang tell us, beforehand, that God, _ 
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ſtify to the truth of theſe Dodtrines, hath 


given you-power to work true Miracles, 
and then work them, as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles wrought theirs, in the preſence 


of : thoſe who are to be convinced of the 


truth of what you ſay —— Say this to 
them, and hear their Anſwer, and till 
that time, mind not any thing they ſay 
concerning Miracles, for *. the reſt will 
be but idle Talk.  - 

I ſuppoſe our Buſinels now: is a 
to a Concluſion, and I hope I have diſ- 
charg'd wy (elf of my een to 
your Satisfaction. 

4. You have Sir; and I have nothing 
left to ſay, if may not trouble you, once 
— to recapitulate what has been lates 
Iy 


able difference betwixt ſuch as work Mi- 
racles, that One ſhall know and declare 
beforehand, that he ſhall be enabled to 
work them. Our Lord bad Philip furniſſi 
out a Table for ſive thouſand ers; 
but the Goſpel ſays that he did it 
but to prove him, for he hamſelf knew be- 
— le would do, John vi. 6. So 
Moſes was before inſtructed of God, that 
he ſhould. do ſuch and ſuch Miracles, 
Phighths foretold he would do, 1 

the 
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138 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 
the Magicians were ſent for to ſee what 
they could do, 'and knew. not that they 
ſhould do any thing, till God permitted 
them to try, and (for wiſe Reaſons of his 
own) permitted them alſo to do three 
Miracles. They knew not when to be- 
gin, nor when to make an end; for (en- 
couraged by three wwe they — 
tempted to go on, and bring Lice e 
Land, and 1 not, a a. nar. 7 
they were-ignorant of any Power they had 
to do Miracles; for had they known 
what they coula do, they might have al- 
ſo known what they coala not do, and 
conſequently, never have attenipted it: 

For, it was full as eaſy, to have brought 

Lice upon the Land, as to have turn d a 
Wand into a Serpent, Water into Blood, 
and brought up Frogs upon the Land, 
which God had before ſuffered them to 
do. But theſe Magicians knew not, they 
ſhould do the one, nor knew they ſbould 
not do the other. And this I take to be 
the Caſe: of all, beſides: Moſes, Elijah, 
Chriſt, and his Apaſtlet, and ſome of their 
Followers, who were all: God's true Meſ- 
ſengers. This is the Cafe of all beſides 
them, that they either pretended to work 
Miracles, and cox/d wot, by which they 
betrayed themſelves for falſę Prophets; 
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or elſe they were permitted to work 
Miracles, without pretending to it, or 


. knowing that they ſhould work any. To 


the firſt Head we may refer all falſe Pro- 
phets, and all the Stories of Miracles that 


are told us without good proof: We have 


not- ſufficient Authority to believe them; 
the Credit of the Relaters ſhakes; the 
Circumſtances of the Story diſcover the 
Cheat, and a wiſe obſerving Man cannot 
believe them: Under this Head I place 
a great many Hiſtories of Miracles done 
by Heathens, eſpecially ſuch as happened 
alter Chriſt's time, for then Miracles be- 
gan to grow pon: the World, in anſwer 
to the Chriſtian Pretences, for which 
much muſt be allowed to them: And un- 
der this Head I rank a thouſand Fooleries 
and vain Pretences to Miracles among the 
Chriſtians, who in this matter outlied the 


cles without pretending to it, or knowing 


they had any ſuch Power, I rank all the 
Hiſtories of Miracles done among either 


Heathens or Chriſtians whoſe Credit is 


good, and related by Authors of Hone- 


ſty and good account. There is no need 
of denying many Miracles to have been 


wrought among and by the Heathens. God 
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Heathens a great deal. Under the ſecond 
Article, of ſuch as have wrought Mira- 
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140 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 
is a God that worketh Wonders, and fhew- 
eth his Power among the People. And as 
there are many Cauſes and Occaſions of 
working Miracles, beſides the giving cre- 
dit to his Meſſengers and Prophets, ſo 
we need not doubt, but God takes hold 
of them, and uſes them to his own'Glo- 
ry, and the good of Mankind. Nor is 
there any need of denying many true 
and great Miracles to have been wrought 
by and among Chriſtians, of all Ages. But 
as the Miracles wrought among and by 
the Heathens, were no proof of the 
truth of their Religion; no more 
are they of the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion by being wrought y and amorg 
them. That Conſequence is not neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe God has more Ends to 
ſerve, by Miracles, than the Confirmati- 
on of the truth of a Religion. And 
when we hear of Miracles, wrought by 
Heathens, and by Chriſtians, without a- 
ny ſore · knowledge of the Parties that 
wrought them, or without any Declara- 
tion of thoſe Peqple, to what end and pur- 
poſe they were wrought; we need not be 
condernꝰd to diſprove the Relation, or to 
diſcredit the matter of Fact. Let it be 
ſo; the Miracles were wrought ; what 
then? Is the Religion of the 3 
i there 
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therefore of God ? if ſo, apply it to the 


Heathens, who have, without all queſti-- 
on, .had many great and true Miracles, 
wrought among and by them. If this 


do not follow there, neither will it fol- 


low here. Let not Chriſtians build any 
part of their Faith upon ſuch Providen- 
tial, accidental Miracles: But let them 
reſt on the Foundation of Moſes and the 
Prophets, confirmd by certain , plain, 
foreknown, and foretold Miracles; and 
on the Superſtructure rais d thereon by 
Chriſt the Lord, who knew he had the 
Power of Miracles, and foretold what he 
would do, and to what end and purpoſe 
he would do them, namely, to gain belief 
by: them. God may reſtore Sight to the 
Blind, by the hands of a Man, who know- 


eth not that he ſhall be the Inſtrument - 
of - conveying; ſo great a Bleſſing ; and 


People will love, eſteem, and honour this 
Man; but it will not follow from hence, 
that all this Man ſhall ſay, ſhall be belie- 


vd as Revelation. But if a Man ſhall ſay 


he comes from God, and is to declare his 
Will, and be believ'd ; and to ſhew he does 
ſo, tells them he has Power from God, 


to reſtore Sight to the Blind, and actually 


performes his word, and works that Mi- 
racle; the People will then be oblig d we 
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believe what he deſivers them from God, 
nat only for tlie ſake of his miraculous 
oh Work, but for the ſake of his fore no.]. - 
ing and fore: telling he ſhould work it. 
The Reaſon of this, is, that the Miracle i is 
not accidental, but fore-feen. Had it been 
accidental, it had had no neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, the Inſtrument might have been 
honoured :- But being fore-ſeen, the In- 
E ſtrument had been alſo. a Prophet, and 
therefore daſerv d the belief he wanted, 
and wrought that Miracle to obtain. 
This fore-knowledg of Chriſt (let me 
here obſerve, ſince I forgot to mention 
| it in its place) differed from that of his 
© © Apoſtles, Moſes, and all other Meſſengers 
| of God, very much. Chriſt knew he 
q could at all times, work what Miracles 
he pleas d and that his Power was under 
no reſtraint or limitation; and tho' he 
did not all the Miracles he could, yet he 
did all he would, and his Will was govern | 
by his Reaſon. Moſes and Chritt's Diſci- 
| ples (even after all Power was commit- 
47 to them by Chriſt juſt ready to af- 
cend)could not work what Miracles they 
pleas d; but ſtill they always knew what 
; — ſhould be able to do, and therefore 
| never attempted any thing in vain: 
The fore-knowledg of what they — 
| =_y 
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the Lunatick, yet you know, that when 
they asked our Lord privately why 
they could not caſt out that Devil, he 4 
Ubraided them with want of Faith, and 
5 it was becauſe of their Unbelief. 
ow. Unbelief fignifies here, the not 
' believing that they ſhould, by the 
Power of Chriſt entruſted with them, be 
able to do that work (as might be pro- 
 vedat large, if it were needful) if Unbe- - 
lief therefore hindred them from caſting 
that Devil out, then it is plain they did 
not believe that they ſhould caſt him 
out ; and why ſhould you think rhen 
they attempted it who believed they 
ſhould not effect it? I think it much 
more likely, that finding themſelves 
diſtruſtful of the Event, and wanting 
Faith, they would not venture the Suc- | 
ceſs. This, I think, is the only Inſtance, 
that ſeems to gainſay, what I have 
laid down, and this, were there a good 
Occaſion, might be otherwiſe account- 
ed for, if what is ſaid be not ſuffici- 
ent. And, to ſpeak what I think, 
this ought to make the difference be- 
tween Workers of Miracles, above all 2 
| ther 


| 
ö 
| 
; 
| 
i 


. "272, 


. "vs 
= . 
” 

&# 
= 


* 111 "4 Te hes , 
*. n * 


— "if " : 
—_  . Y * th... 


gations to You, for Your: Pains and+ 
Patience with me. Ty 


4 FRI ' Ft * "In . 
3 


9 
. * 
4 ; | 


xt. 
A 


— 


A I — of 9 * * 
1 — —— — 


g 90 9 e by 2 a : 
. 2 Mo ® Wy OF a eons L 1 
* | N 1 s * — — * — 
r 2 8 Mf * 8 e 
44 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 
. p ** 


— 


. 


ther things whatever. This Conſideration 
ſhews; that tho all Miracles have their 
Uſe, yet that thoſe alone can atteſt 
to the Miſſion of a Prophet; which he 
fore · ænows he ſhall be enabled to do, 


and ſo fore: tells to others; leavin 
no room for Suſpicion that he intends 


to make uſe of what accidental Mira- 


cles may happen to be wrought by 


him, to gain belief to what he ſays.” 
But I forget my ſelf, and doubt I have 
rather been repeating than recapitula- 
ting what we have lately ſaid. But 
you will pardon Me, if the Zeal T 


me tedious ; and out of a great deal 
= you. may afford to forget a great 
SS „„ PE 
A. I will ſtudy to forget nothing of 
what J have heard from You, for me- 
thinks, 1 am better able to defend my 
Religion, on this bottom, than I was 
before, without it. But whatever elſe” 
J forget, I will not forget my Obli- 


